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In a one-of-a-kind collaboration, seventeen of the most recognizable YA
writers—including Shaun David Hutchinson, Neal and Brendan Shusterman, and
Beth Revis—come together to share the viewpoints of a group of students
affected by a school shooting.

It took only twenty-two minutes for Kirby Matheson to exit his car, march onto
the school grounds, enter the gymnasium, and open fire, killing six and injuring
five others.

But this isn’t a story about the shooting itself. This isn’t about recounting that
one unforgettable day.

This is about Kirby and how one boy—who had friends, enjoyed reading, playing
saxophone in the band, and had never been in trouble before—became a monster
capable of entering his school with a loaded gun and firing on his classmates.

Each chapter is told from a different victim’s viewpoint, giving insight into who
Kirby was and who he’d become. Some are sweet, some are dark; some are
seemingly unrelated, about fights or first kisses or late-night parties. This is a
book of perspectives—with one character and one event drawing them all
together—from the minds of some of YA’s most recognizable names.
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In a one-of-a-kind collaboration, seventeen of the most recognizable YA writers—including Shaun David
Hutchinson, Neal and Brendan Shusterman, and Beth Revis—come together to share the viewpoints of a
group of students affected by a school shooting.

It took only twenty-two minutes for Kirby Matheson to exit his car, march onto the school grounds, enter the
gymnasium, and open fire, killing six and injuring five others.

But this isn’t a story about the shooting itself. This isn’t about recounting that one unforgettable day.

This is about Kirby and how one boy—who had friends, enjoyed reading, playing saxophone in the band,
and had never been in trouble before—became a monster capable of entering his school with a loaded gun
and firing on his classmates.

Each chapter is told from a different victim’s viewpoint, giving insight into who Kirby was and who he’d
become. Some are sweet, some are dark; some are seemingly unrelated, about fights or first kisses or late-
night parties. This is a book of perspectives—with one character and one event drawing them all
together—from the minds of some of YA’s most recognizable names.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 9 Up—Seventeen chapters, each from a different point of view, tell the story of Kirby Matheson, a
teenager who walks into school and opens fire on a pep rally before committing suicide. Narrators vary from
those close to Kirby, like his sister, to more removed observers, such as his childhood next-door neighbor.
While readers never enter Kirby's mind, his environment, upbringing, family, and social interactions breathe
life into his character. He is dynamic, at times sympathetic and loyal, while also angry, lashing out or
isolating himself. Kirby's various relationships emphasize his humanity and help to avoid stereotyping him
as a pure villain. Each chapter becomes a window, slowly revealing what, perhaps, could have driven him to
such a heinous act. Ultimately, no concrete reason is defined. Motive is left for teens to determine after
exploring Kirby's experiences with bullying, family drama, and the suggestion of a predatory teacher.
Although each chapter is written by a different already established YA author, the narrative is cohesive.
Using different voices opens a dialogue on a topic that is too often prevalent in young people's lives. Kirby's
story is one of how instead of why. VERDICT A fresh and thought-provoking take on a disturbing but
relevant topic.—Carrie Fox, South Park High School, PA

Review
“Provocatively and effectively illustrates the multidimensionality of someone considered to be a monster.”
(Kirkus Reviews)

“A fresh and thought-provoking take on a disturbing but relevant topic.” (School Library Journal)

“These stories humanize a troubled teenager, as well as the people who hurt him along the way, but the
authors don’t let anyone off the hook, Kirby least of all.” (Publishers Weekly)

*** “The storytelling is wonderfully intense and distinctive on such a difficult, tragic topic. Readers will be
captivated, not wanting to put the book down, but also needing a break due to the extremely engaging,
emotionally charged content of characters’ feelings and thoughts.” (VOYA, starred review)

About the Author
Shaun David Hutchinson is the author of The Deathday Letter, fml, and The Five Stages of Andrew Brawley.

Other contributing authors include Neal and Brendan Shusterman, Beth Revis, Cynthia Leitich Smith,
Courtney Summers, Kendare Blake, Delilah S. Dawson, Steve Brezenoff, Tom Leveen, Hannah Moskowitz,
Blythe Woolston, Trish Doller, Mindi Scott, Margie Gelbwasser, Christine Johnson, E.M. Kokie, and Elisa
Nader.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Mary West:

Here thing why this specific Violent Ends are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Violent Ends giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no guide that similar with Violent Ends. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Violent Ends in e-book can be your
alternative.

Eddie Nelson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Violent Ends
is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joe Garner:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Violent Ends as your daily resource information.

Orville Hightower:

The e-book untitled Violent Ends is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Violent Ends from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.
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