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Combining cognitive and evolutionary research with traditional humanist
methods, Nancy Easterlin demonstrates how a biocultural perspective in theory
and criticism opens up new possibilities for literary interpretation.

Easterlin maintains that the practice of literary interpretation is still of central
intellectual and social value. Taking an open yet judicious approach, she argues,
however, that literary interpretation stands to gain dramatically from a fair-
minded and creative application of cognitive and evolutionary research. This
work does just that, expounding a biocultural method that charts a middle course
between overly reductive approaches to literature and traditionalists who see the
sciences as a threat to the humanities.

Easterlin develops her biocultural method by comparing it to four major subfields
within literary studies: new historicism, ecocriticism, cognitive approaches, and
evolutionary approaches. After a thorough review of each subfield, she
reconsiders them in light of relevant research in cognitive and evolutionary
psychology and provides a textual analysis of literary works from the romantic
era to the present, including William Wordsworth’s "Simon Lee" and the Lucy
poems, Mary Robinson’s "Old Barnard," Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s "Dejection:
An Ode," D. H. Lawrence’s The Fox, Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea, and
Raymond Carver’s "I Could See the Smallest Things."

A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation offers a fresh and
reasoned approach to literary studies that at once preserves the central
importance that interpretation plays in the humanities and embraces the exciting
developments of the cognitive sciences.
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Combining cognitive and evolutionary research with traditional humanist methods, Nancy Easterlin
demonstrates how a biocultural perspective in theory and criticism opens up new possibilities for literary
interpretation.

Easterlin maintains that the practice of literary interpretation is still of central intellectual and social value.
Taking an open yet judicious approach, she argues, however, that literary interpretation stands to gain
dramatically from a fair-minded and creative application of cognitive and evolutionary research. This work
does just that, expounding a biocultural method that charts a middle course between overly reductive
approaches to literature and traditionalists who see the sciences as a threat to the humanities.

Easterlin develops her biocultural method by comparing it to four major subfields within literary studies:
new historicism, ecocriticism, cognitive approaches, and evolutionary approaches. After a thorough review
of each subfield, she reconsiders them in light of relevant research in cognitive and evolutionary psychology
and provides a textual analysis of literary works from the romantic era to the present, including William
Wordsworth’s "Simon Lee" and the Lucy poems, Mary Robinson’s "Old Barnard," Samuel Taylor
Coleridge’s "Dejection: An Ode," D. H. Lawrence’s The Fox, Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea, and Raymond
Carver’s "I Could See the Smallest Things."

A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation offers a fresh and reasoned approach to
literary studies that at once preserves the central importance that interpretation plays in the humanities and
embraces the exciting developments of the cognitive sciences.
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Editorial Review

Review

A thoughtful, authoritative, original work, striking out in a new direction that takes up several leading modes
of inquiry along evolutionary and cognitive theoretical lines but arrives at a productive synthetic position of
its own.

(Alan Richardson, Boston College, author of The Neural Sublime)

Easterlin gives full-scale and valuable accounts of exemplary works.

(William Flesch Times Literary Supplement)

Easterlin offers scholars much food for thought.

(Choice)

Easterlin has produced a masterful work that will guide a great deal of future work in and around these
literary fields.

(Ashton Nichols Wordsworth Circle)

This engaged and thoughtful book contributes vitally to current thinking about the place of science,
particularly cognitive studies and evolutionary psychology, in the study of literature. Easterlin's principles
and critical practice achieve luminous clarity in her reading of Wordsworth.

(John Sitter Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment)

There is much to admire in Easterlin’s extraordinary synthesis of biocultural literary approaches; anyone
working in the field as student or researcher will get a great deal of intellectual stimulation from her text.

(Gavin Miller Modern Language Review)

About the Author

Nancy Easterlin is a University Research Professor and director of Women’s and Gender Studies at the
University of New Orleans and author of Wordsworth and the Question of "Romantic Religion."

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jose Gould:

The e-book untitled A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and Interpretation is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and
Interpretation from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Alma Saunders:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory
and Interpretation, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Joan Toon:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Biocultural Approach to Literary
Theory and Interpretation can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Paul England:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this A Biocultural Approach to Literary Theory and
Interpretation can make you feel more interested to read.
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