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In What We Made, Tom Finkelpearl examines the activist, participatory,
coauthored aesthetic experiences being created in contemporary art. He suggests
social cooperation as a meaningful way to think about this work and provides a
framework for understanding its emergence and acceptance. In a series of fifteen
conversations, artists comment on their experiences working cooperatively,
joined at times by colleagues from related fields, including social policy,
architecture, art history, urban planning, and new media. Issues discussed include
the experiences of working in public and of working with museums and libraries,
opportunities for social change, the lines between education and art, spirituality,
collaborative opportunities made available by new media, and the elusive criteria
for evaluating cooperative art. Finkelpearl engages the art historians Grant Kester
and Claire Bishop in conversation on the challenges of writing critically about
this work and the aesthetic status of the dialogical encounter. He also interviews
the often overlooked co-creators of cooperative art, "expert participants" who
have worked with artists. In his conclusion, Finkelpearl argues that pragmatism
offers a useful critical platform for understanding the experiential nature of social
cooperation, and he brings pragmatism to bear in a discussion of Houston's
Project Row Houses.

Interviewees. Naomi Beckwith, Claire Bishop, Tania Bruguera, Brett Cook,
Teddy Cruz, Jay Dykeman, Wendy Ewald, Sondra Farganis, Harrell Fletcher,
David Henry, Gregg Horowitz, Grant Kester, Mierle Laderman Ukeles, Pedro
Lasch, Rick Lowe, Daniel Martinez, Lee Mingwei, Jonah Peretti, Ernesto Pujol,
Evan Roth, Ethan Seltzer, and Mark Stern
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Editorial Review

Review

"What We Made is a dialogical thick description of cooperative art practices from the point of view of
practitioners and many insightful interlocutors. It will be an extremely valuable resource for artists, art
historians, and museum professionals."
(Rebecca Zorach, author of The Passionate Triangle)

"In between histories, current art practices, and theories lies the conundrum: how to describe relational and
public art and the many intentions of those involved. Tom Finkelpearl gives us perspectives from artists' on-
the-ground experiences and a welcome revisiting of Dewey, contextualized by a sweeping introduction that
alone is worth the price of the book."
(Suzanne Lacy, author of Leaving Art: Writings on Performance, Politics, and Publics, 1974–2007)

“These conversations by key practitioners and thinkers are a snapshot of thinking around the emergence of
social and collaborative art, which seeks to improve society and address social issues. Finkelpearl ably
situates collaborative and participatory art within the chronology of American art history.”
(Toro Castaño Library Journal)

"What What We Made does, perhaps better than anything I’ve read so far about this particular kind of art, is
utterly refrain from arriving at singular summaries or judgments. Instead, the conversations foreground the
nuanced and complex social relations tied up in any artwork, but particularly collaborative artwork that
draws on communities operating largely outside of the arts marketplace. And the projects Finkelpearl has
chosen to discuss and feature by and large demonstrate real possibilities for genuine exchange across
networks and communities."
(Alexis Clements Hyperallergic 2014-04-29)

“What We Made is a good sourcebook of art that tackles  politics through participation and collaboration.
The  author’s introduction provides a useful overview of the situation in contemporary America. . . .”
(Sally O’Reilly Art Monthly)

“What We Made brings together the stars of the social practice world Rick Lowe, Tania Bruguera, Mierle
Laderman Ukeles, Harrell Fletcher, and more in conversations with urban planners, educators, and each
other, to create a fluid and interdisciplinary dialogue about social practice and its complicated, beautiful and
necessary implications in the world.”
(Katie Bachler The Art Book Review)

“Finkelpearl has provided his readers with a rich description of a particular, influential movement in the art
museum world. This book illustrates his own commitment to social collaboration. By presenting the
conversations that make up the core of this volume, he brings this aspect of the art museum world to a larger
public.”
(George E. Hein Curator)

About the Author



Tom Finkelpearl is Executive Director of the Queens Museum of Art. He is the author of Dialogues in
Public Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrea Toliver:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled What We Made: Conversations on Art and Social Cooperation. Try to
stumble through book What We Made: Conversations on Art and Social Cooperation as your buddy. It
means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

David Ramos:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed What We Made:
Conversations on Art and Social Cooperation? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Elijah McWhorter:

This What We Made: Conversations on Art and Social Cooperation is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having What We Made: Conversations on Art and Social Cooperation in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt which?

Caroline Hagemann:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book What
We Made: Conversations on Art and Social Cooperation. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most



essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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