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Had I become disenchanted with the form I had once fallen so madly in love with
as a pubescent, pimple-faced suburban homo with braces? Maybe theatre was
like an all-consuming high school infatuation that now, ten years later, I saw as
the closeted balding guy with a beer-gut he’d become. There were of course
those rare moments of transcendence that kept me coming back. But why did they
come so few and far between?

A lot of plays are dull. And one dull play, it seems, can turn us off theatre for
good. Playwright and theatre director Jordan Tannahill takes in the spectrum of
English-language drama – from the flashiest of Broadway spectacles to
productions mounted in scrappy storefront theatres – to consider where lifeless
plays come from and why they persist. Having travelled the globe talking to
theatre artists, critics, passionate patrons and the theatrically disillusioned,
Tannahill addresses what he considers the culture of ‘risk aversion’ paralyzing
the form.

Theatre of the Unimpressed is Tannahill’s wry and revelatory personal reckoning
with the discipline he’s dedicated his life to, and a roadmap for a vital twenty-
first-century theatre – one that apprehends the value of ‘liveness’ in our mediated
age and the necessity for artistic risk and its attendant failures. In considering
dramaturgy, programming and alternative models for producing, Tannahill aims
to turn theatre from an obligation to a destination.

‘[Tannahill is] the poster child of a new generation of (theatre? film? dance?)
artists for whom “interdisciplinary” is not a buzzword, but a way of life.’– J.
Kelly Nestruck, The Globe and Mail

‘Jordan is one of the most talented and exciting playwrights in the country, and
he will be a force to be reckoned with for years to come.’– Nicolas Billon,
Governor General's Award–winning playwright (Fault Lines)

Jordan Tannahill is a playwright, theatre director, and filmmaker. His plays and
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short films have been presented in theatres, festivals, and galleries across Canada
and internationally. He received the 2014 Governor General’s Literary Award for
Drama for his book Age of Minority: Three Solo Plays. In collaboration with
William Ellis, Jordan runs the alternative art-space Videofag, out of a defunct
barbershop in Toronto's Kensington Market.
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Had I become disenchanted with the form I had once fallen so madly in love with as a pubescent, pimple-
faced suburban homo with braces? Maybe theatre was like an all-consuming high school infatuation that
now, ten years later, I saw as the closeted balding guy with a beer-gut he’d become. There were of course
those rare moments of transcendence that kept me coming back. But why did they come so few and far
between?

A lot of plays are dull. And one dull play, it seems, can turn us off theatre for good. Playwright and theatre
director Jordan Tannahill takes in the spectrum of English-language drama – from the flashiest of Broadway
spectacles to productions mounted in scrappy storefront theatres – to consider where lifeless plays come
from and why they persist. Having travelled the globe talking to theatre artists, critics, passionate patrons and
the theatrically disillusioned, Tannahill addresses what he considers the culture of ‘risk aversion’ paralyzing
the form.

Theatre of the Unimpressed is Tannahill’s wry and revelatory personal reckoning with the discipline he’s
dedicated his life to, and a roadmap for a vital twenty-first-century theatre – one that apprehends the value of
‘liveness’ in our mediated age and the necessity for artistic risk and its attendant failures. In considering
dramaturgy, programming and alternative models for producing, Tannahill aims to turn theatre from an
obligation to a destination.

‘[Tannahill is] the poster child of a new generation of (theatre? film? dance?) artists for whom
“interdisciplinary” is not a buzzword, but a way of life.’– J. Kelly Nestruck, The Globe and Mail

‘Jordan is one of the most talented and exciting playwrights in the country, and he will be a force to be
reckoned with for years to come.’– Nicolas Billon, Governor General's Award–winning playwright (Fault
Lines)

Jordan Tannahill is a playwright, theatre director, and filmmaker. His plays and short films have been
presented in theatres, festivals, and galleries across Canada and internationally. He received the 2014
Governor General’s Literary Award for Drama for his book Age of Minority: Three Solo Plays. In
collaboration with William Ellis, Jordan runs the alternative art-space Videofag, out of a defunct barbershop
in Toronto's Kensington Market.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jordan Tannahill is a playwright, theatre director, and filmmaker. His plays and short films have been
presented in theatres, festivals, and galleries across Canada and internationally. He received the 2014
Governor General’s Literary Award for Drama for his book Age of Minority: Three Solo Plays. In
collaboration with William Ellis, Jordan runs the alternative art-space Videofag, out of a defunct barbershop
in Toronto's Kensington Market.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Hairston:

Typically the book Theatre of the Unimpressed: In Search of Vital Drama (Exploded Views) will bring you
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Theatre of the
Unimpressed: In Search of Vital Drama (Exploded Views) is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Tonya Deschamps:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. Theatre of the Unimpressed: In Search of Vital Drama (Exploded Views) can be your
answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Phillip Martin:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Theatre of the Unimpressed: In Search of Vital
Drama (Exploded Views) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?



Malcolm Moser:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Theatre of the Unimpressed: In Search of Vital
Drama (Exploded Views) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Theatre of the Unimpressed: In Search of Vital Drama (Exploded Views) has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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