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Although humans have long depended on oceans and aquatic ecosystems for
sustenance and trade, only recently has human influence on these resources
dramatically increased, transforming and undermining oceanic environments
throughout the world. Marine ecosystems are in a crisis that is global in scope,
rapid in pace, and colossal in scale. In The Tragedy of the Commodity,
sociologists Stefano B. Longo, Rebecca Clausen, and Brett Clark explore the role
human influence plays in this crisis, highlighting the social and economic forces
that are at the heart of this looming ecological problem.
 
In a critique of the classic theory “the tragedy of the commons” by ecologist
Garrett Hardin, the authors move beyond simplistic explanations—such as
unrestrained self-interest or population growth—to argue that it is the
commodification of aquatic resources that leads to the depletion of fisheries and
the development of environmentally suspect means of aquaculture. To illustrate
this argument, the book features two fascinating case studies—the thousand-year
history of the bluefin tuna fishery in the Mediterranean and the massive Pacific
salmon fishery. Longo, Clausen, and Clark describe how new fishing
technologies, transformations in ships and storage capacities, and the expansion
of seafood markets combined to alter radically and permanently these crucial
ecosystems. In doing so, the authors underscore how the particular organization
of social production contributes to ecological degradation and an increase in the
pressures placed upon the ocean. The authors highlight the historical, political,
economic, and cultural forces that shape how we interact with the larger
biophysical world.
 
A path-breaking analysis of overfishing, The Tragedy of the Commodity yields
insight into issues such as deforestation, biodiversity loss, pollution, and climate
change.
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Although humans have long depended on oceans and aquatic ecosystems for sustenance and trade, only
recently has human influence on these resources dramatically increased, transforming and undermining
oceanic environments throughout the world. Marine ecosystems are in a crisis that is global in scope, rapid in
pace, and colossal in scale. In The Tragedy of the Commodity, sociologists Stefano B. Longo, Rebecca
Clausen, and Brett Clark explore the role human influence plays in this crisis, highlighting the social and
economic forces that are at the heart of this looming ecological problem.
 
In a critique of the classic theory “the tragedy of the commons” by ecologist Garrett Hardin, the authors
move beyond simplistic explanations—such as unrestrained self-interest or population growth—to argue that
it is the commodification of aquatic resources that leads to the depletion of fisheries and the development of
environmentally suspect means of aquaculture. To illustrate this argument, the book features two fascinating
case studies—the thousand-year history of the bluefin tuna fishery in the Mediterranean and the massive
Pacific salmon fishery. Longo, Clausen, and Clark describe how new fishing technologies, transformations in
ships and storage capacities, and the expansion of seafood markets combined to alter radically and
permanently these crucial ecosystems. In doing so, the authors underscore how the particular organization of
social production contributes to ecological degradation and an increase in the pressures placed upon the
ocean. The authors highlight the historical, political, economic, and cultural forces that shape how we
interact with the larger biophysical world.
 
A path-breaking analysis of overfishing, The Tragedy of the Commodity yields insight into issues such as
deforestation, biodiversity loss, pollution, and climate change.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Impressive and compelling. The historical, political, and ecological perspectives? offered in The Tragedy of
the Commodity are vital to understanding the link between the 'tragedy' inherent in many 'common property'
situations."
(Bonnie McCay author of The Question of the Commons and Oyster Wars and the Public Trust 2014-09-12)

"The Tragedy of the Commodity is a timely, readable, comprehensive, and critical guide to what is wrong
with our relationship with the sea and its creatures and what can be done to recreate this necessary
relationship. A must read for anyone interested in knowing what is wrong with our relationship with the sea
and how to go about changing it for the better."
(Dean Bavington author of Managed Annihilation 2015-02-24)

"Consider[s] some of the most brutal aspects of the effects of capitalism in the process of turning every part
of nature and every aspect of people's lives within it into something salable … The Tragedy of the
Commodity also makes clear that to stop this destruction our society has to be organised in a completely
different way and we have relatively little time to achieve it."
(International Socialism)

"The Tragedy of the Commodity is a fantastic piece of literature that should be a staple book for graduate
courses in environmental sociology."
(Human Ecology Review)

"A crucially important contribution to the discussions on the future of our oceans and our relationship to
them."
(Journal of Agrarian Change)
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tina Olsen:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.



Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Tragedy of the Commodity: Oceans,
Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature, Society, and Culture) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or ideal book with you?

Linda Gabriel:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Tragedy of the Commodity: Oceans, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature, Society, and Culture), you are able
to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a reserve.

Antonio Mock:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Tragedy of the Commodity: Oceans, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature, Society, and Culture).

John Almanzar:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Tragedy
of the Commodity: Oceans, Fisheries, and Aquaculture (Nature, Society, and Culture).
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