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One of the most important books of the twentieth century, Karl Popper's The
Open Society and Its Enemies is an uncompromising defense of liberal
democracy and a powerful attack on the intellectual origins of totalitarianism.
Popper was born in 1902 to a Viennese family of Jewish origin. He taught in
Austria until 1937, when he emigrated to New Zealand in anticipation of the Nazi
annexation of Austria the following year, and he settled in England in 1949.
Before the annexation, Popper had written mainly about the philosophy of
science, but from 1938 until the end of the Second World War he focused his
energies on political philosophy, seeking to diagnose the intellectual origins of
German and Soviet totalitarianism. The Open Society and Its Enemies was the
result.

An immediate sensation when it was first published in two volumes in 1945,
Popper's monumental achievement has attained legendary status on both the Left
and Right and is credited with inspiring anticommunist dissidents during the
Cold War. Arguing that the spirit of free, critical inquiry that governs scientific
investigation should also apply to politics, Popper traces the roots of an opposite,
authoritarian tendency to a tradition represented by Plato, Marx, and Hegel.

In a substantial new introduction written for this edition, acclaimed political
philosopher Alan Ryan puts Popper's landmark work in biographical, intellectual,
and historical context. Also included is a personal essay by eminent art historian
E. H. Gombrich, in which he recounts the story of the book's eventual publication
despite numerous rejections and wartime deprivations.
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achievement has attained legendary status on both the Left and Right and is credited with inspiring
anticommunist dissidents during the Cold War. Arguing that the spirit of free, critical inquiry that governs
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Popper's landmark work in biographical, intellectual, and historical context. Also included is a personal
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Editorial Review

Review
One of the Modern Library's 100 best nonfiction books of the twentieth century

"Learned, subtly argued, and passionately written."--Sidney Hook, New York Times

"No thinking person would be doing himself a service by neglecting Popper's book."--Joseph Craft, The
Nation

"One of the great books of the century."--Times (London)

"Brilliant. . . . It remains the best intellectual defence of liberal democracy."--Economist

"Magnificent."--Hugh Trevor-Roper, Polemic

"Few philosophers . . . have combined such a vast width of knowledge with the capacity to produce
important original ideas as [Popper] did."--Guardian

"A major work. Combining the clarity of thought of the trained scientist with lucidity of presentation, Mr.
Popper has written an unusually thoughtful and provocative book."--Hans Kohn, Yale Review

From the Back Cover

"A work of first-class importance which ought to be widely read for its masterly criticism of the enemies of
democracy, ancient and modern."--Bertrand Russell

"Sir Karl Popper was right."--Václav Havel

"A powerful and important book. Dr. Popper writes with extreme clarity and vigour. His studies in Greek
history and Greek thought have obviously been profound and original. Platonic exegesis will never be the
same again. Nor, I think, will Marxist exegesis."--Gilbert Ryle

About the Author
Karl Popper (1902-1994) was one of the most important philosophers of the twentieth century. His books
include The Logic of Scientific Discovery, The Poverty of Historicism, Conjectures and Refutations, and an
autobiography, Unended Quest. He was a professor at the London School of Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vera Forde:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is



appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take The Open Society and Its Enemies as the daily resource information.

Kina Chatman:

Often the book The Open Society and Its Enemies will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suited to you. The book The Open Society and Its Enemies is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Peter Zimmerman:

This The Open Society and Its Enemies is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Open Society and Its Enemies in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Ellis Arnold:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Open Society and Its Enemies is simple
to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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