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Although the federal government invests substantial resources into student
financial aid, states have the primary responsibility for policies that raise overall
higher educational attainment and improve equity across groups. The importance
of understanding how states may accomplish these goals has never been greater,
as educational attainment is increasingly required for economic and social well-
being of individuals and society.

Drawing on data collected from case studies of the relationship between public
policy and higher education performance in five states?Georgia, Illinois,
Maryland, Texas, and Washington? The Attainment Agenda offers a framework
for understanding how state public policy can effectively promote educational
attainment.

Laura W. Perna and Joni E. Finney argue that there is no silver bullet to improve
higher education attainment. Instead, achieving the required levels of attainment
demands a comprehensive approach. State leaders must consider how
performance in one area (such as degree completion) is connected to
performance in other areas (such as preparation or affordability), how particular
policies interact to produce expected and unexpected outcomes, and how policy
approaches must be adapted to reflect their particular context. The authors call
for greater attention to the state role in providing policy leadership to advance a
cohesive public agenda for higher education and adopting public policies that not
only increase the demand for and supply of higher education but also level the
playing field for higher educational opportunity.

The insights offered in The Attainment Agenda have important implications for
public policymakers, college and university leaders, and educational researchers
interested in ensuring sustained higher education attainment.
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Although the federal government invests substantial resources into student financial aid, states have the
primary responsibility for policies that raise overall higher educational attainment and improve equity across
groups. The importance of understanding how states may accomplish these goals has never been greater, as
educational attainment is increasingly required for economic and social well-being of individuals and
society.

Drawing on data collected from case studies of the relationship between public policy and higher education
performance in five states?Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, Texas, and Washington? The Attainment Agenda
offers a framework for understanding how state public policy can effectively promote educational
attainment.

Laura W. Perna and Joni E. Finney argue that there is no silver bullet to improve higher education
attainment. Instead, achieving the required levels of attainment demands a comprehensive approach. State
leaders must consider how performance in one area (such as degree completion) is connected to performance
in other areas (such as preparation or affordability), how particular policies interact to produce expected and
unexpected outcomes, and how policy approaches must be adapted to reflect their particular context. The
authors call for greater attention to the state role in providing policy leadership to advance a cohesive public
agenda for higher education and adopting public policies that not only increase the demand for and supply of
higher education but also level the playing field for higher educational opportunity.

The insights offered in The Attainment Agenda have important implications for public policymakers, college
and university leaders, and educational researchers interested in ensuring sustained higher education
attainment.
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Editorial Review

Review

Successfully builds an understanding of how state policies can contribute to improved educational attainment
levels and improved socioeconomic equity. The authors’ extensive work makes this an excellent book that
will be widely read.

(James C. Hearn, University of Georgia)

About the Author

Laura W. Perna is a professor in the Graduate School of Education at the University of Pennsylvania and is
editor and co-author of several books, including The State of College Access and Completion: Improving
College Success for Students from Underrepresented Groups. Joni E. Finney is a professor in the Graduate
School of Education at the University of Pennsylvania and principal author of Measuring Up, the first state
report cards for higher education. She is co-author or editor of several books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Crow:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Attainment Agenda: State
Policy Leadership in Higher Education book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jimmy Robertson:

The ability that you get from The Attainment Agenda: State Policy Leadership in Higher Education is a more
deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Attainment Agenda: State Policy Leadership in Higher
Education giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The
Attainment Agenda: State Policy Leadership in Higher Education instantly.



Edmund Hillman:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book
that need more time to be read. The Attainment Agenda: State Policy Leadership in Higher Education can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Pat Thomas:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You will observe
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you is The
Attainment Agenda: State Policy Leadership in Higher Education this book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research
when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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