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In the winter of 1818, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft set out from Potosi, Missouri, to
document lead mines in the interior of the Ozarks, then a wilderness of near-
virgin forests, limestone cliffs, prairies, and oak savannahs. Intending only to
make his fortune by publishing an account of the area’s mineral resources, he
became the first skilled observer to witness and record frontier life in the Ozarks.

The journal kept by Schoolcraft as he traveled ninety days in the rugged terrain
of southern Missouri and northern Arkansas was originally published in 1821 and
has become an essential record of Ozark territorial society and natural history
documenting some of the earliest American settlers in the region, the power and
beauty of many lost portions of the White River, the majesty of the open prairies,
and the wealth of wildlife once found in the Ozarks.
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Intending only to make his fortune by publishing an account of the area’s mineral resources, he became the
first skilled observer to witness and record frontier life in the Ozarks.

The journal kept by Schoolcraft as he traveled ninety days in the rugged terrain of southern Missouri and
northern Arkansas was originally published in 1821 and has become an essential record of Ozark territorial
society and natural history documenting some of the earliest American settlers in the region, the power and
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Editorial Review

Review

"Finally the Christopher Columbus of the Ozarks has his masterpiece published in a form anyone can afford
and enjoy. Many aspects make this the most important book ever written on the Ozarks." --Sandy Primm, St.
Louis Post-Dispatch

About the Author
Milton D. Rafferty is Professor Emeritus of Geography, Geology, and Planning at Southwest Missouri State
University. He is the author or editor of nine other books and atlases, including A Geography of World
Tourism (Prentice-Hall, 1993) and Rude Pursuits and Rugged Peaks (Arkansas, 1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

The book Rude Pursuits and Rugged Peaks: Schoolcraft's Ozark Journal, 1818-1819 (Arkansas Classics)
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject.
If you can make studying a book Rude Pursuits and Rugged Peaks: Schoolcraft's Ozark Journal, 1818-1819
(Arkansas Classics) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide Rude Pursuits and Rugged Peaks: Schoolcraft's Ozark Journal, 1818-1819 (Arkansas Classics). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Lloyd Lake:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Rude Pursuits and Rugged Peaks:
Schoolcraft's Ozark Journal, 1818-1819 (Arkansas Classics) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Keri Lo:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to



fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Rude Pursuits and Rugged Peaks: Schoolcraft's Ozark Journal, 1818-
1819 (Arkansas Classics) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Juan Gilbert:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Rude Pursuits and Rugged Peaks:
Schoolcraft's Ozark Journal, 1818-1819 (Arkansas Classics) that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Rude Pursuits and Rugged Peaks:
Schoolcraft's Ozark Journal, 1818-1819 (Arkansas Classics) become your current starter.
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