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Joseph Smith and Simon Davis have captured the essence and madness of the
"balance of terror" of the Cold War in the Historical Dictionary of the Cold War.
Covering an extensive period and much of the globe, this dictionary presents a
year-by-year chronology and alphabetical entries on civilian and military leaders,
crucial countries and peripheral conflicts, the increasingly lethal weapons
systems, and the various political and military strategies.

While both authors are specialists in American foreign policy and diplomacy,
Smith has a particular interest in United States relations with Latin America and
Davis in Anglo-American relations. This broader focus is helpful, since it enables
the authors to have a broader view of the Cold War, and having studied and lived
in Great Britain, they view events from a more neutral perspective. This, and a
conscious effort to maintain a scholary balance, enhances the objectivity of this
volume. Smith and Davis have produced an easy-to-use reference tool for both
the history scholar and student.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The dangerous Cold War era (1945-91) was one of immense political, cultural, and historical significance.
Smith (American diplomatic history, Exeter Univ., U.K.; The Cold War: 1945-1991) and Davis (history,
Bronx Community Coll.) provide medium-length to long entries about the important people, organizations,
treaties, and events of this period. Persons new to the subject are invited to read the 27-page introduction for
a narrative history of the period's main themes and events. The layout and writing of this material make it
easy to read, and numerous cross references are embedded in the text of each entry. The book contains a long
chronology, a list of acronyms and abbreviations, and a good 33-page bibliography. There are, however, no
photographs, maps, or index. Other recent reference works in this field include The Cold War, 1945-1991,
edited by Benjamin Frankel (Gale, 1992), Thomas S. Arms's Encyclopedia of the Cold War (LJ 11/15/94),
and Thomas Parrish's The Cold War Encyclopedia (LJ 12/1/95). Not surprisingly, The Historical Dictionary
has some newer information than these books, which nevertheless have more entries that are more in-depth.
The dictionary is a nice complement, but if you have these other books, you can survive without it. It is
suitable, however, for all reference collections that do not have comparable resources.DDaniel K. Blewett,
Coll. of DuPage Lib., Glen Ellyn, IL
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Entries on civilian and military leaders, key countries, weapons systems, agreements, conferences, and more
are accompanied by a day-by-day chronology and an extensive bibliography. This volume joins several
others on the topic, including The Cold War Reference Guide (McFarland, 1997), The Columbia Guide to the
Cold War (1998), and Encyclopedia of Cold War Politics (Facts On File, 2000). REVWR
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
The definitions are succinct and precise....a lucid, twenty-five page history of the Cold War. (The Journal Of
Military History)

Entries are intelligent, well written, and interesting. (American Reference Books Annual)

...an excellent dictionary of the cold war which will be of use not merely to undergraduates but also to more
seasoned observers. (History)

A first stop reference book for the Cold War. (Journal of Strategic Studies)

Articles are...objective and accurate...Nevertheless, undergraduates should find this a useful source on the
military and political facets of the Cold War. (CHOICE)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dwayne Moseley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this Historical Dictionary of the Cold War to read.

Charles Wright:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Historical Dictionary of the Cold War is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Sandra Jordon:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Historical Dictionary of the Cold War can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Matthew Haley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Historical Dictionary of the Cold War.
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