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In this bold new work of cultural criticism, Ann Cvetkovich develops a queer
approach to trauma. She argues for the importance of recognizing—and
archiving—accounts of trauma that belong as much to the ordinary and everyday
as to the domain of catastrophe. An Archive of Feelings contends that the field of
trauma studies, limited by too strict a division between the public and the private,
has overlooked the experiences of women and queers. Rejecting the
pathologizing understandings of trauma that permeate medical and clinical
discourses on the subject, Cvetkovich develops instead a sex-positive approach
missing even from most feminist work on trauma. She challenges the field to
engage more fully with sexual trauma and the wide range of feelings in its
vicinity, including those associated with butch-femme sex and aids activism and
caretaking. 

An Archive of Feelings brings together oral histories from lesbian activists
involved in act up/New York; readings of literature by Dorothy Allison, Leslie
Feinberg, Cherríe Moraga, and Shani Mootoo; videos by Jean Carlomusto and
Pratibha Parmar; and performances by Lisa Kron, Carmelita Tropicana, and the
bands Le Tigre and Tribe 8. Cvetkovich reveals how activism, performance, and
literature give rise to public cultures that work through trauma and transform the
conditions producing it. By looking closely at connections between sexuality,
trauma, and the creation of lesbian public cultures, Cvetkovich makes those
experiences that have been pushed to the peripheries of trauma culture the
defining principles of a new construction of sexual trauma—one in which trauma
catalyzes the creation of cultural archives and political communities.
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In this bold new work of cultural criticism, Ann Cvetkovich develops a queer approach to trauma. She argues
for the importance of recognizing—and archiving—accounts of trauma that belong as much to the ordinary
and everyday as to the domain of catastrophe. An Archive of Feelings contends that the field of trauma
studies, limited by too strict a division between the public and the private, has overlooked the experiences of
women and queers. Rejecting the pathologizing understandings of trauma that permeate medical and clinical
discourses on the subject, Cvetkovich develops instead a sex-positive approach missing even from most
feminist work on trauma. She challenges the field to engage more fully with sexual trauma and the wide
range of feelings in its vicinity, including those associated with butch-femme sex and aids activism and
caretaking. 

An Archive of Feelings brings together oral histories from lesbian activists involved in act up/New York;
readings of literature by Dorothy Allison, Leslie Feinberg, Cherríe Moraga, and Shani Mootoo; videos by
Jean Carlomusto and Pratibha Parmar; and performances by Lisa Kron, Carmelita Tropicana, and the bands
Le Tigre and Tribe 8. Cvetkovich reveals how activism, performance, and literature give rise to public
cultures that work through trauma and transform the conditions producing it. By looking closely at
connections between sexuality, trauma, and the creation of lesbian public cultures, Cvetkovich makes those
experiences that have been pushed to the peripheries of trauma culture the defining principles of a new
construction of sexual trauma—one in which trauma catalyzes the creation of cultural archives and political
communities.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An Archive of Feelings makes an extremely important contribution to queer and feminist cultural studies by
insisting upon the public, and indeed national, dimensions of sexual trauma. Ann Cvetkovich's book argues
for the productive rather than repressive power of trauma and accounts for its role in the production of queer
identities and queer counter publics. This is queer cultural studies at its finest!”—Judith Halberstam, author
of Female Masculinity

”Avoiding bullshit moralism and sentimentality, Ann Cvetkovich breathes new life into the study of trauma.
This is the book I looked for in so many libraries and bookstores and never found. It is not only brilliant but
totally necessary.”—Kathleen Hanna of the band Le Tigre

From the Back Cover
""An Archive of Feelings" makes an extremely important contribution to queer and feminist cultural studies
by insisting upon the public, and indeed national, dimensions of sexual trauma. Ann Cvetkovich's book
argues for the productive rather than repressive power of trauma and accounts for its role in the production of
queer identities and queer counter publics. This is queer cultural studies at its finest!"--Judith Halberstam,
author of "Female Masculinity"

About the Author

Ann Cvetkovich is Associate Professor of English at the University of Texas at Austin. She is the author of
Mixed Feelings: Feminism, Mass Culture, and Victorian Sensationalism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

Beside this An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian
Public Cultures (Series Q) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from today!



Kai Martin:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality,
and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Jason Dolly:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series
Q) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book which you wanted.

Paul Green:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Series Q). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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