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François Truffaut called him, simply, ‘the best’. Jean Renoir is a towering figure
in world cinema and fully justifies this monumental survey that includes
contributions from leading international film scholars and comprehensively
analyzes Renoir’s life and career from numerous critical perspectives.

New and original research by the world’s leading English and French language●

Renoir scholars explores stylistic, cultural and ideological aspects of Renoir’s
films as well as key biographical periods
Thematic structure admits a range of critical methodologies, from textual●

analysis to archival research, cultural studies, gender-based and philosophical
approaches
Features detailed analysis of Renoir’s essential works●

Provides an international perspective on this key auteur’s enduring significance●

in world film history
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Editorial Review

Review

“Phillips and Vincendeau’s volume is intelligently organized, extremely comprehensive, and generously
illustrated with images from many of the films.  Summing Up: Highly recommended.  Upper-division
undergraduates through faculty and professionanls.”  (Choice, 1 January 2014)

Review

“Alastair Phillips and Ginette Vincendeau have brought together essays that bring new perspectives to both
the best-known and the lesser-known of Renoir’s films.  Both French cinema specialists and viewers new to
Renoir’s work will find much of interest in this outstanding collection.”
Judith Mayne, Ohio State University

“An extraordinary collection of essays that more than fulfills the aims of its editors, Alastair Phillips and
Ginette Vincendeau. The essays offer exciting, original work from younger scholars as well as long-
established authorities, all of which offer invaluable insights into the films, writings, and life of Jean Renoir.
Receiving particular attention are questions about the singularity or multiplicity of what the editors call the
many ‘Renoirs’ (French, American, Indian; even transnational), especially from the early 1930s through the
early 1960s. Whether mining relatively unexplored archive materials, deploying newly current
methodological approaches, interrogating one of a wide range of topics and issues, or engaging in close
textual analysis, the contributors construct a tantalizing series of innovative ‘road maps’ for future
researchers to pursue.”
Richard Abel, University of Michigan

From the Back Cover
Dubbed simply ‘the best director’ by François Truffaut, Jean Renoir is a towering figure in world film
history. This exhaustive survey of his work and life features a comprehensive analysis of his films from the
multiple critical perspectives of the world’s leading Renoir scholars. Renoir’s career spanned four decades
and four countries and included an extraordinary body of films, some of which – La Grande illusion (1937)
and La Règle du jeu (1939) – are universally recognized masterpieces. Fathered by the celebrated painter
Pierre-Auguste, filmmaker Renoir lived through much of the 20th century, beginning his career in the silent
era and ending it in full Technicolor. His films are notable for their paradoxical combination of strong
internal coherence and thematic breadth and diversity, and provide a rich source for today’s scholars of film
history and French culture.

This handbook, the largest volume on Renoir ever produced in the English language, ranges in scope from
extreme close-up analysis of individual films, to long-shot explorations of his aesthetics and the social and
cultural contexts in which he worked. The most ambitious critical study of Renoir to date, this book will
appeal to film enthusiasts as much as scholars and specialists.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Drew:

The book A Companion to Jean Renoir make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book A Companion to Jean Renoir to be your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book A Companion to Jean Renoir. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Kim Bogdan:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Companion to Jean Renoir book since this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

John White:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name A Companion to Jean
Renoir suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled A Companion to Jean Renoiris the main one of several books that everyone read now. That book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Robert Sanders:

Beside this specific A Companion to Jean Renoir in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have A Companion to Jean Renoir because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!
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