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Editorial Review

Review

“In A Brief History of Ancient Greek, Stephen Colvin provides a lucid, authoritative, and highly engaging
introduction to the first two thousand years of the Greek language.”
—Brent Vine, UCLA

“Colvin's history is authoritative and elegantly written, elucidating a great deal of complicated material with
minimal fuss.”
—Joshua T. Katz, Princeton University

“A thoroughly well-informed, lucid, and sensitive presentation of the history of ancient Greek: this book is
clear, accessible, and at the same time admirably careful with facts, concepts, and debates.”
—Philomen Probert , Wolfson College, Oxford

 

From the Back Cover

Attested since the fourteenth century BC, and still spoken today by over 10 million people, Greek has been
one of the most influential languages in human history. English, Spanish, French, Russian and Arabic are
among the many languages to have borrowed key terms and concepts from Greek.

A Brief History of Ancient Greek takes the reader through the history of this ancient language from its Indo-
European beginnings right up to the present day, and explains key relationships between the language and
literature of the Classical period (500 - 300 BC). The development of the language is also related to the
social and political context, in line with modern sociolinguistic thought. The book reflects the latest
scholarship on subjects such as Koiné Greek, and the relationship between literary and vernacular Greek.

All Greek is transliterated and translated where appropriate, so that the text is accessible to readers who
know little or no Greek, including scholars and students who require an accessible overview of the history of
the language, or linguists and professionals who need a quick source of data and background information.

About the Author

Stephen Colvin is Reader in Classics and Historical Linguistics at University College London. Previously,
he was Associate Professor in the Department of Classics at Yale. He is the author of Dialect in Aristophanes
(1999), A Historical Greek Reader (2007), and editor of The Greco-Roman East: Politics, Culture, Society
(2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Richelle Johnson:

This A Brief History of Ancient Greek book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Brief History
of Ancient Greek without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry A Brief History of Ancient Greek can bring any time you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone.
This A Brief History of Ancient Greek having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Paige Robinson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The A Brief History of Ancient Greek is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Chris Wolf:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
A Brief History of Ancient Greek, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Billie Gallagher:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this A Brief History of Ancient Greek can make you feel more interested to read.
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