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Perfect for adolescents and teens who are beginning to ask the big questions
about life, religion, and current events, What Do Jews Believe? and What Do
Muslims Believe? are the first a new series exploring the history and practices of
world religions, their influences on current events and conflicts, as well as
discussions on where these religions are headed. Both include a chronology of
the religion's history through today, a glossary of terms, and recommended
further reading lists.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Pakistani-born and British-educated Sardar, author of 40 other books on Islam, pens this
elucidating and very original introduction to the religion. He describes the basics of Islam, including the
Qur'an and hadith, the life of Muhammad and the history of Islam and Muslims, in an easy-to-read and
cogent manner. Sprinkled throughout are surprising facts, including that Muslims do not believe in original
sin and that there are as many Muslims in China as in Egypt. Sardar clarifies some troubling aspects of the
Prophet Muhammad's life, explaining polygamy as mainly alliance building and Muhammad's participation
in battle as more limited than generally described. He criticizes Muslims for their rigidity and for losing
touch with reason—which, in his opinion, is a cornerstone of Islam. He decries the literalism behind the
creation of sharia law, the rejection of free interpretation of the Qur'an (called ijtihad) and unfair treatment of
women, but sees these behaviors as anomalies. In contrast, Sardar acknowledges Muslims' tolerance, such as
their acceptance of other prophets, their flourishing book trade and societal advancements. With its
manageable length and optimistic outlook, this introduction to Islam is a cut above the rest. (Sept.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Among the many sanguine introductions to Islam, Sardar's moves immediately to the front rank for its
readability (despite a few grammatical stumbles) and salutary perspective. Very much a Muslim progressive,
Sardar allows, without going into specifics, that Muslims have often violated and contradicted the faith's
essence, which he assures us is peaceful. He exalts the classical age of Islam, from the eighth through the
fourteenth centuries, with its many great thinkers and writers, stressing that its accomplishments attest to
Islam's great respect for and exploitation of reason. Reason, he suggests, will bring Islam to greatness again
as, having finally shed colonialism and, he foresees, Islamic Fundamentalism and puritanism, Islamic
societies assimilate and Islamically adapt modern science and technology. Recent developments, such as
Morocco's reformation of Shariah law, show that such modernizing is under way, he says. Sardar's
progressive argument undergirds a précis of Muslim history, beliefs, sectarian divisions, religious practices,
and historic effects that one would expect of any similar primer. Olson, Ray

Review
"'Ziauddin Sardar is arguably one of the best-known Muslim public intellectuals in the world today. He is an
iconoclast, often a gadfly and undoubtedly one of the few Muslim intellectuals who span the proverbial Two
Cultures' Muslim News"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erma Ward:

The actual book What Do Muslims Believe?: The Roots and Realities of Modern Islam will bring someone
to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book What Do Muslims Believe?: The
Roots and Realities of Modern Islam is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Carol Jackson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be What Do Muslims Believe?: The Roots and Realities of
Modern Islam why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Martina Lassiter:

This What Do Muslims Believe?: The Roots and Realities of Modern Islam is brand new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
What Do Muslims Believe?: The Roots and Realities of Modern Islam can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Matthew Seifert:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but novel and What Do Muslims Believe?: The Roots and Realities of Modern Islam
or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
What Do Muslims Believe?: The Roots and Realities of Modern Islam to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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