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The Stranger’s Voice examines some of Julia Kristeva’s major psychoanalytic
texts which focus on themes of women’s depression, feminine identity,
motherhood, and the need to believe as these themes relate to the power of
religious language in a therapeutic relationship. The central thesis of the book is
that attention to critiques of religious discourse offered by those (in this case,
Julia Kristeva) in the psychoanalytic tradition will facilitate a more fully nuanced
approach to an interdisciplinary model for pastoral theology.
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Editorial Review

Review
«‘The Stranger’s Voice’ introduces the relatively unexplored thought of Julia Kristeva to pastoral
theologians and caregivers. With theological depth and clinical perception, Schweitzer reflects on the plight
of women with depression in Christian communities. Kristevan metaphors such as the abject, the stranger,
the voyager, and rebirth, with actions such as forgiving and a maternal discourse challenge the poverty of
language that surrounds depression. If metaphors become models to live by, Kristeva’s metaphors elucidated
by Schweitzer promise new possibilities of counseling and pathways of well-being. To ‘for-give’ is to offer
someone a gift. The gift of this book is a sacramental understanding of depression and the rebirth that flows
forth from loving and caring relationships. The ‘Stranger’s Voice’ is a liberating and insightful offering to all
who know depression in the church or the clinic. » (Jaco J. Hamman, Professor of Pastoral Care and
Counseling, Western Theological Seminary)
«‘The Stranger’s Voice’ is a beautiful testimony to what Julia Kristeva has to offer depressed women when
her writings are framed and presented by a thoughtful pastoral theologian. Carol Schweitzer makes a
compelling case for the role of the denial of the mother’s voice in the development of a woman’s self-
alienation and resulting depressions, and she does so without resorting to maternal images formed under the
aegis of a patriarchal Christianity. She also makes wonderful use of Kristeva’s understanding of ‘for-giving’
to envision prospects for healing and renewal. To write knowledgeably about Julia Kristeva’s work requires
a sophisticated mind, but to make her work truly and genuinely accessible to other women is a pastoral gift.
Some women who are experiencing depression will find this book inherently therapeutic while others will
find the encouragement they need to seek a counselor who will help her discover the life that is already
stirring within them. Men, especially those who have sensed that the denial of the mother’s voice has played
a critical role in their own self-alienation and its melancholy moods, will discover that this book has much to
offer them as well.» (Donald Capps, Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton)

About the Author
The Author: Carol L. Schnabl Schweitzer is Associate Professor of Pastoral Care at Union Presbyterian
Seminary, Richmond, Viriginia and an ordained minister in the Evangelical Lutheran Church. She received
her Ph.D. from Princeton Theological Seminary in Practical Theology and her clinical training at the Family
Institute of Philadelphia and the Princeton Family Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Stranger’s Voice: Julia Kristeva’s Relevance for a Pastoral
Theology for Women Struggling with Depression (Practical Theology). Try to the actual book The
Stranger’s Voice: Julia Kristeva’s Relevance for a Pastoral Theology for Women Struggling with Depression
(Practical Theology) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and
beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience



and also knowledge with this book.

Steve Garcia:

Here thing why this kind of The Stranger’s Voice: Julia Kristeva’s Relevance for a Pastoral Theology for
Women Struggling with Depression (Practical Theology) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious
as food or not. The Stranger’s Voice: Julia Kristeva’s Relevance for a Pastoral Theology for Women
Struggling with Depression (Practical Theology) giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Stranger’s Voice: Julia Kristeva’s
Relevance for a Pastoral Theology for Women Struggling with Depression (Practical Theology). It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of The Stranger’s Voice: Julia Kristeva’s Relevance for a Pastoral Theology for Women Struggling with
Depression (Practical Theology) in e-book can be your alternative.

Patricia Jones:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Stranger’s Voice: Julia Kristeva’s Relevance for a Pastoral Theology for Women Struggling
with Depression (Practical Theology), you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Christine Pena:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Stranger’s Voice: Julia
Kristeva’s Relevance for a Pastoral Theology for Women Struggling with Depression (Practical Theology),
you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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