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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
"The best book available for stepfamilies that I’ve seen." —Dennis Rainey, Executive Director, FamilyLife.

From the Back Cover
Discover the Keys to a Healthy Stepfamily

Leading stepfamily expert Ron L. Deal reveals the seven fundamental steps to blended family success and
provides practical, realistic solutions to the issues you face as a stepfamily. Whether married or soon-to-be-
married, you'll discover how to

· Solve the everyday puzzles of stepparenting and stepchildren relationships
· Communicate effectively with an ex-spouse
· Handle stepfamily finances confidently
· "Cook" your stepfamily slowly rather than expect an instant blend

This revised and expanded edition has updated research and two new chapters with even more real-world
advice on topics such as stepsibling relationships and later-life stepfamilies.

"I highly recommended the first edition, and I am even more excited about this new edition."
--from the foreword by Gary Chapman, PhD, author of The Five Love Languages

"The Smart Stepfamily is the best book available for stepfamilies that I've seen. . . . Buy it, read it, and share
it with a friend."
--Dennis Rainey, president, FamilyLife®, and author of Stepping Up

"We've pointed countless couples to this outstanding resource. And this revised and updated edition is better
than ever!"
--Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott, founders of MarriageMentoring.com and authors of Saving Your Second
Marriage Before It Starts

"Ron Deal has, by far, the best material available on stepfamilies. The insights and suggestions he shares
work. Every stepfamily will benefit from reading this book."--H. Norman Wright, licensed marriage, family,
and child therapist, founder of Christian Marriage Enrichment, author

"I love this book! It adds an important dimension to the understanding of stepfamilies and reads as if sitting
down with wise friends. Written on the 'information is power' premise, The Smart Stepfamily weaves
together a review of biblical materials, current psychological and sociological research, best practices,
practical insights, and anecdotal stories to educate and support stepfamilies and the clergy who serve them."
--Dr. Margorie Engel, president and CEO, Stepfamily Association of America

"I have long recommended Ron Deal's work as the very best for stepfamilies. If you are looking for a clear,
hands-on resource to strengthen your family from a deeply Christian perspective, you've come to the right
place."



--Scott M. Stanley, research professor, University of Denver, and coauthor of A Lasting Promise

About the Author
Ron is a marriage and family author, speaker, and therapist. He is Founder and President of Smart
Stepfamilies and Director of Blended Family Ministries for FamilyLife. Ron is author of The Smart
Stepfamily, The Smart Stepdad, and Dating and the Single Pa

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Smith:

The event that you get from The Smart Stepfamily: Seven Steps to a Healthy Family is the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but The Smart Stepfamily: Seven Steps to a Healthy Family giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Smart Stepfamily: Seven Steps to a
Healthy Family instantly.

Marie Walsh:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Smart Stepfamily: Seven Steps to a Healthy Family the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The The Smart Stepfamily: Seven Steps to a Healthy Family giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life with
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Daniel Downey:

The Smart Stepfamily: Seven Steps to a Healthy Family can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
Smart Stepfamily: Seven Steps to a Healthy Family although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.



Jo Villegas:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Smart Stepfamily: Seven Steps to a Healthy
Family can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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