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As the only book of its kind in the New Testament, Revelation can be difficult to
understand, and for readers without specialized training, the historicalcritical
approach used in many commentaries can provide more complication than
illumination. Here James Resseguie applies the easily understandable tools
introduced in his primer on narrative criticism to this challenging book. He
shows how Revelation uses such features as rhetoric, setting, character, point of
view, plot, symbolism, style, and repertoire to construct its meaning. This literary
approach draws out the theological and homiletical message of the book and
highlights its major unifying themes: the need to listen well, an overwhelmingly
Godcentered perspective, and the exodus to a new promised land. Here is a
valuable aid for pastor and serious lay reader alike.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
"Resseguie's 'narrative commentary' on the book of Revelation helps the reader follow in the footsteps of
John the narrator. The author allows us to hear what John heard and see what John saw, so that the sights and
sounds of the book mutually interpret and enrich one another. In his hands, this last book of the Christian
Bible becomes neither a coded account of first-century Roman politics nor a timetable of future events, but a
story in its own right, a story of judgment and redemption to be heard afresh in every generation, not least
our own. Highly recommended."--J. Ramsey Michaels, Missouri State University, Springfield

"With great skill, Resseguie presents a unified reading of John's Apocalypse as seen through the lens of
narrative criticism in the grand tradition of Northrop Frye. The book provides not only careful discussion of
major literary concerns but also a close reading of the text from beginning to end, a reading in constant
dialogue with a wide range of scholars. This is a welcome addition to the growing body of work analyzing
the Apocalypse as a narrative, and whether you find yourself agreeing or disagreeing on specific points, you
will find a stimulating and well-argued commentary."--David L. Barr, Wright State University

"Resseguie invites us to enter the story world of Revelation and to explore it from within. While remaining
fully attentive to historical and linguistic concerns, he also exposes the book's literary features. Anyone who
wants to understand the book of Revelation will find this book helpful, but be forewarned: you may come to
regard 'understanding' as a minimal goal. This is a commentary that moves beyond intellectual understanding
to profound appreciation of a classic, literary work of art."--Mark Allan Powell, Trinity Lutheran Seminary

"In addition to being nicely illustrated and very readable, this book brings the advantage of careful attention
to John's story. Where many commentators read the text of Revelation as though they know the story in
advance, Resseguie leaves the author's story in control. This commentary is a breed apart."
--Sigve Tonstad, Loma Linda University

"Resseguie's narrative commentary invites contemporary readers to venture into Revelation's literary world
and to sense the transformative power of its text. Written in a clear and accessible style, this study helps
readers see Revelation as a whole, guiding them through its scenes of cosmic conflict and into the New
Jerusalem."--Craig R. Koester, Luther Seminary

About the Author
James L. Resseguie  (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is author of several narrative-critical studies and a
specialist in Johannine Literature.  He is Distinguished Professor of New Testament Emeritus at
Winebrenner Theological Seminary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

This The Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this The Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary can be one



of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
an individual with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside
that this The Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary giving you an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Irene Howe:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before.
The The Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Michael Short:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that
need more time to be read. The Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Kim Heflin:

Beside this The Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary in your phone, it may give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have The Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as
read it from now!
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