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This "exemplary social history" (Kirkus Reviews) is the first full-scale account of
Central Park ever published. Elizabeth Blackmar and Roy Rosenzweig tell the
story of Central Park's people?the merchants and landowners who launched the
project; the immigrant and African-American residents who were displaced by
the park; the politicians, gentlemen, and artists who disputed its design and
operation; the German gardeners, Irish laborers, and Yankee engineers who built
it; and the generations of New Yorkers for whom Central Park was their only
backyard. In tracing the park's history, Blackmar and Rosenzweig give us the
history of New York, and bring to life larger issues about the meaning of the
word "public" in a democratic society.
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This "exemplary social history" (Kirkus Reviews) is the first full-scale account of Central Park ever
published. Elizabeth Blackmar and Roy Rosenzweig tell the story of Central Park's people?the merchants
and landowners who launched the project; the immigrant and African-American residents who were
displaced by the park; the politicians, gentlemen, and artists who disputed its design and operation; the
German gardeners, Irish laborers, and Yankee engineers who built it; and the generations of New Yorkers for
whom Central Park was their only backyard. In tracing the park's history, Blackmar and Rosenzweig give us
the history of New York, and bring to life larger issues about the meaning of the word "public" in a
democratic society.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
An outstanding study of Manhattan's Central Park from its 19th-century designers to its current beneficiaries.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
What took 166 tons of dynamite, six million bricks, 19,000 cubic yards of sand, 20,000 men, and $5 million
to build? If you answered New York's Central Park, give yourself a perfect grade. The same is awarded this
magnificent public works history, a masterpiece combining the story of the park, the history of New York,
city and state politics, and the people of the city. Central Park was conceived in the 1840s, built in the
depression era of 1857, and renovated during the Great Depression. The authors have exhausted primary and
secondary sources to produce this definitive work, which surpasses an earlier photographic history, Circle of
Seasons . From the work of park designers Frederic Law Olmsted and Calbert Vaux to New Deal park
commissioner Robert Moses to the administration of Elizabeth Barlow Rogers, the volume is a rare
combination of scholarship and readable text. The emphasis is on the 19th century and the park's formative
decades, including design, property acquisition, and the men whose labor created the world's best-known
park. Ignoring neither the vested interests of the propertied class who stood to benefit from the park nor the
fear of crime in Central Park, Rosenzweig and Blackmar produce a model history--not just of the park but of
the city and people who turn to it for amusement, recreation, relaxation, and more.
-Boyd Childress, Auburn Univ. Lib., Ala.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Original and provocative. . . . A deeply felt celebration of the role of public space."?Robert Fishman, New
York Times Book Review

"Ambitious and adventurous. . . . A surprising and deeply social account of the park's contentious past. A
powerful historical resource for thinking about the shape American public spaces have taken."?Susan G.
Davis, The Nation

"Prodigiously researched, eloquent. An outstanding study of the evolution of Manhattan's Central
Park."?Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Thelma Scott:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book The Park and the People: A History of Central
Park has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The reserve The Park and the People: A History of Central Park is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Park and the People:
A History of Central Park. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Heather Reader:

Often the book The Park and the People: A History of Central Park will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Park and the People: A History of Central
Park is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Wesley McFarland:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Park and the People: A History of Central Park can make you
feel more interested to read.

Jodie Kahl:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Park and the People: A History of Central Park we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book The Park and the People: A
History of Central Park. You can more desirable than now.
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