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In the face of political correctness and the feminist movement, satirist Rick
Najera dares to proclaim - tongue in cheek, of course - that machos are regular
guys, too. In The Pain of the Macho Najera has assembled an ensemble cast of
quintessential Latin Lovers or wannabes who pour out their souls in side-splitting
monologs. But the zing in the punchline hits us when we realize that
melodramatic, teary-eyed spiels lend sly insights into the dilemma faced not just
by Latin men but all those who must exist at the margins of two intersecting
cultural spheres.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Machos have feelings, too. In the title work of this wacky collection of short plays, the reader is serenaded
by Latino lovers and wannabes with hilarious monologues. Desi tells Latino jokes to the Miami Rotary Club
and pitches his idea of a TV show called Gilberto's Island. Alejandro explains that he is a great macho who
fights magnificent battles and also works as a busboy. In "Latinologues," issues of bi-ethnicity are lovingly
illustrated, such as a special kind of tough love and the typecasting of a Hispanic actor who seems unaware
that his roles could possibly be termed "minor." Latino plays have been rapidly making their mark in
contemporary theater, and Rick Najera's work blends both the comic and serious sides of machismo.

From Library Journal
In this debut collection, Najera proves himself to be one of the most exciting and talented Latino writers of
his generation. Consisting of the title play, A Quiet Love, and Latinologues, which has been produced on
Showtime's Latino Comedy Festival, the collection embodies self-deprecating humor, witty satire, and a
deep empathy with the abuses and stereotypes Latinos have endured. In the title play, a collection of ten
linked but separate monologs, Najera probes the multiple meanings of machismo through diverse characters,
including a Beverly Hills busboy who is seduced by an attractive customer, Desi Arnaz speaking before the
Miami Rotary Club, an outgoing Miss East L.A. who refuses to give up her crown, and Bufford Gomez, a
conflicted INS agent. A Quiet Love, the one multicharactered play in the collection, is a treatment of Najera's
own family. Latinos, Anglos, and everyone else will experience much of what binds us, and still
distinguishes us, through these brilliantly realized characters. Variety has called Najera "one of the 50
Creatives to watch," and his collection belongs in every contemporary drama or multicultural literature
collection.?Robert W. Melton, Univ. of Kansas Libs., Lawrence
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"... Najera proves himself to be one of the most exciting and talented Latino writers of his generation." --
Library Journal

"... one of the 50 creatives to watch." -- Variety Magazine

"Najera proves a skillful, perceptive writer..." -- Los Angeles Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberta Sanchez:

In other case, little people like to read book The Pain of the Macho and Other Plays. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Pain of the
Macho and Other Plays. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.



Larry Swartz:

This The Pain of the Macho and Other Plays book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The
Pain of the Macho and Other Plays without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical
in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Pain of the Macho and Other Plays can bring if you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This The Pain of the Macho and Other Plays having very good arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ruth Mullins:

The particular book The Pain of the Macho and Other Plays will bring you to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this
book very appropriate to you. The book The Pain of the Macho and Other Plays is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Troy Kemp:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Pain of the Macho and Other Plays your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of.
The The Pain of the Macho and Other Plays giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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