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More than any other author of the Modern period of American literature, John
Steinbeck evidenced a serious interest and background in moral philosophy. His
personal reading collection included works ranging from Kant and Spinoza to
Taoism and the Bible. Critics also consistently identify Steinbeck as an author
whose work promotes serious moral reflection and whose characters undergo
profound moral growth. Yet to date there has been no sustained examination of
either John Steinbeck's personal moral philosophy or the ethical features and
content of his major works. This critical neglect is remedied by a collection of
highly readable essays exploring the philosophy and work of one of America's
few Nobel Prize winning authors. These thirteen essays, written by experts both
within philosophy and Steinbeck studies, examine almost all of Steinbeck's major
works. Included in the compilation are five general essays examining Steinbeck's
own moral philosophy and eight specific essays analyzing the ethics of various
major works.
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More than any other author of the Modern period of American literature, John Steinbeck evidenced a serious
interest and background in moral philosophy. His personal reading collection included works ranging from
Kant and Spinoza to Taoism and the Bible. Critics also consistently identify Steinbeck as an author whose
work promotes serious moral reflection and whose characters undergo profound moral growth. Yet to date
there has been no sustained examination of either John Steinbeck's personal moral philosophy or the ethical
features and content of his major works. This critical neglect is remedied by a collection of highly readable
essays exploring the philosophy and work of one of America's few Nobel Prize winning authors. These
thirteen essays, written by experts both within philosophy and Steinbeck studies, examine almost all of
Steinbeck's major works. Included in the compilation are five general essays examining Steinbeck's own
moral philosophy and eight specific essays analyzing the ethics of various major works.
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Editorial Review

Review
This collection speaks to moral philosophers as eloquently as it speaks to literature scholars, proving that
great authors have been 'doing ethics' all along and sometimes in far more lucid and interesting ways than the
ethicists. The Moral Philosophy of John Steinbeck argues persuasively that Steinbeck himself is one of the
great American 20th century ethicists. The editor, Stephen George, has clearly demonstrated that great
fiction can be philosophy, and philosophy can be entertaining! (Nina Rosenstand, Associate Professor of
Philosophy, San Diego Mesa College, and author of The Moral of the Story: An Introduction to Ethics)

For almost a century fans of master storyteller John Steinbeck have experienced and been enlightened by the
ethical questions so powerfully dramatized in his enduring novels and stories. In The Moral Philosophy of
John Steinbeck, the complexity, depth, and breadth of this canonical writer's moral vision are thoroughly
examined, enabling readers to better appreciate that rare and special region where philosophy and fiction
meet. (Charles Johnson, Endowed Professor of English, University of Washington; author of Middle
Passage)

American scholars of literature and philosophy offer perspectives on what writer Steinbeck's (1902-68)
moral philosophy entails and how it plays out in his fiction. Among their topics are lessons for business
ethics from his morality of roles, utilitarian philosophy, moral experience in Of Mice and Men, reader
entrapment in The Chrysanthemums, the emotional content of cruelty, and reconsidering the evil of Cathy
Ames Trask. (Reference and Research Book News)

This collection of thirteen essays offers suggestive and thoughtful explorations of the various moral
dimensions of John Steinbeck's works....Most of the essays provide sustained analysis of specific characters
and situations, and this is a chief virtue of the collection....The book offers a variety of insightful
philosophical perspectives....In sum, this collection includes a healthy diversity of reflections on moral
reasoning in and through the works of one of America's literary masters. A recurrent theme is that attempts
to censor Steinbeck typically mask (or at least fail to appreciate) the moral complexity of his characters and
the situations they face; these essays consistently demonstrate this point. As noted above, the shorter essays
tend to be suggestive and would be ideal for use in courses that call for student interpretation. Other,
typically longer articles tend to offer more substantial philosophical reflection; these would suit courses in
Ethics as well as Philosophy & Literature. Moreover,though, I recommend the book to anyone interested in
mining the complexities of Steinbeck's moral insights. (Society For The Advancement Of American
Philosophy)

...this is an exciting book, yielding fresh, interesting new readings. Highly recommended. (CHOICE)

As Richard E. Hart observes, it is high time for Steinbeck to be 'fully appreciated as a contributor to moral
philosophy.' This new book explores the moral content and implications of Steinbeck's work ? with
particularly interesting essays concerning The Wayward Bus and Of Mice and Men ? and stands as yet
another important and necessary perspective on an extremely complex, well read, and critically undervalued
author. (Brian Railsback, author of Parallel Expeditions: Charles Darwin and the Art of John Steinbeck)

This collection of thirteen essays offers suggestive and thoughtful explorations of the various moral
dimensions of John Steinbeck's works....Most of the essays provide sustained analysis of specific characters
and situations, and this is a chief virtue of the collection....The book offers a variety of insightful



philosophical perspectives....In sum, this collection includes a healthy diversity of reflections on moral
reasoning in and through the works of one of America's literary masters. A recurrent theme is that attempts
to censor Steinbeck typically mask (or at least fail to appreciate) the moral complexity of his characters and
the situations they face; these essays consistently demonstrate this point. As noted above, the shorter essays
tend to be suggestive and would be ideal for use in courses that call for student interpretation. Other,
typically longer articles tend to offer more substantial philosophical reflection; these would suit courses in
Ethics as well as Philosophy & Literature. Moreover, though, I recommend the book to anyone interested in
mining the complexities of Steinbeck's moral insights. (Society For The Advancement Of American
Philosophy)

The Moral Philosophy of John Steinbeck is a finely edited, well organized discussion of an aspect of
Steinbeck's art that has long begged for a comprehensive study. The strengths of the book include its
stimulated variety of viewpoints, its stellar editing, and its willingness to boldly commend what many
critics-myself included-tend to see as the source of Steinbeck's weakness in some of his works. The Moral
Philosophy of John Steinbeck is a collection of essays that readers fascinated by Steinbeck's
accomplishments will go back to again and again. (Steinbeck Studies)

About the Author
Stephen K. George taught literature, writing and philosophy at Brigham Young University, Idaho. He was
Co-Editor-in-Chief of the academic journal, The Steinbeck Review and Executive Director of The New
Steinbeck Society of America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabel:

The book The Moral Philosophy of John Steinbeck make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize
to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The Moral Philosophy of John
Steinbeck for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a
reserve The Moral Philosophy of John Steinbeck. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Ann Lemieux:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Moral
Philosophy of John Steinbeck. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.



Linda Porter:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Moral Philosophy of John
Steinbeck book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Brian Smith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Moral Philosophy of John Steinbeck can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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