
The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of
Imagination)

By Karel Capek

The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) By Karel Capek

In this satirical classic, a brilliant scientist invents the Karburator, a reactor that
can create abundant and practically free energy. However, the Karburator’s
superefficient energy production also yields a powerful by-product. The machine
works by completely annihilating matter and in so doing releases the Absolute,
the spiritual essence held within all matter, into the world. Infected by the heady,
pure Absolute, the world’s population becomes consumed with religious and
national fervor, the effects of which ultimately cause a devastating global war.
Set in the mid-twentieth century, The Absolute at Large questions the ethics and
rampant spread of power, mass production, and atomic weapons that Karel
Capek saw in the technological and political revolutions occurring around him.
Stephen Baxter provides an introduction for this Bison Books edition.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Capek's skewering of human greed and faith is all the more impressive given that the novel was originally
published in 1922."—Pedro Ponce, Review of Contemporary Fiction
(Pedro Ponce Review of Contemporary Fiction)

"Capek offers the tale of a machine capable of generating limitless energy that also releases the unknown
spiritual essence locked within physical matter, with cataclysmic results."—Library Journal
(Library Journal)

"The Absolute at Large goes beyond the religious fervor of Nazism, foreshadowing the collectivization of
Communism and the emergence of a free market too wide for any known West."—Village Voice
(Village Voice)

"A satirical science fiction classic. . . . Though Capek wrote The Absolute at Large more than 80 years ago, it
absolutely retains its wit and relevance today."—Donna McCrohan Rosenthal, News Review
(Donna McCrohan Rosenthal News Review)

"Capek's dialog is fantastic, his characters richly drawn. But his vision of a world transcendently captivated
by an apparent higher calling and then hoodwinked into war for nine years over a source of fuel is so
prescient, it makes the novel seem like it was written today."—Cara Hoffman, NPR's All Things Considered
(Cara Hoffman NPR's All Things Considered 2011-04-21)

Language Notes
Text: English, Czech (translation)

About the Author

Karel Capek (1890–1938) was an acclaimed Czech author of novels, plays, essays, political writings, and
short stories. His works include R.U.R., the famous play in which Capek coined the word “robot.” Stephen
Baxter is the author of several science-fiction works, including the Philip K. Dick Award–winning Vacuum
Diagrams, and the coauthor, along with Arthur C. Clarke, of The Light of Other Days.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Gunnell:

Here thing why this particular The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination). It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around



you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers
of Imagination) in e-book can be your option.

Josephine Mares:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Melanie Young:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Absolute at Large (Bison
Frontiers of Imagination) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Hector Medlin:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers
of Imagination) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the e-book The Absolute at Large (Bison Frontiers of Imagination) can to be your
brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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