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When in the early 1870s historian Hubert Howe Bancroft sent interviewers out to
gather oral histories from the pre-statehood gentry of California, he didn’t count
on one thing: the women. When the men weren’t available, the interviewers
collected the stories of the women of the household—sometimes almost as an
afterthought. These interviews were eventually archived at the University of
California, though many were all but forgotten. Testimonios presents thirteen
women’s firsthand accounts from the days when California was part of Spain and
Mexico. Having lived through the gold rush and seen their country change so
drastically, these women understood the need to tell the full story of the people
and the places that were their California.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A treasure many people—scholars, students, and armchair historians—will appreciate.”—California
History

“An amazing work of painstaking research, sensitive translation, and clear writing that has given us the gift
of understanding California’s Mexican history in a new way.”—Richard Griswold del Castillo, in The
Americas

“[Beebe and Senkewicz’s] combination of linguistic excellence and historical context has produced the best
translations of important manuscripts from original documents recorded in provincial eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century Spanish.”—
Reviews in American History

From the Publisher
Published in collaboration with the Bancroft Library Press, University of California Berkeley

About the Author

Rose Marie Beebe is Professor of Spanish Literature at Santa Clara University.

Robert M. Senkewicz is Professor of History at Santa Clara University. Together they have authored and
edited numerous books, including The History of Alta California: A Memoir of Mexican California;Lands of
Promise and Despair: Chronicles of Early California, 1535–1846; Testimonios: Early California through
the Eyes of Women, 1815–1848; and “To Toil in That Vineyard of the Lord”: Contemporary Scholarship on
Junípero Serra.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karyn Turner:

This Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women, 1815–1848 book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women,
1815–1848 without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women, 1815–1848 can
bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women,
1815–1848 having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience



uninterested in reading.

Linda Fite:

This Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women, 1815–1848 are usually reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Testimonios: Early California through the
Eyes of Women, 1815–1848 can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women,
1815–1848 giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Sharonda Adair:

The guide with title Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of Women, 1815–1848 has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Cassandra Rosas:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Testimonios: Early California through the Eyes of
Women, 1815–1848 can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Testimonios: Early California
through the Eyes of Women, 1815–1848.
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