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Providing a fresh evaluation of Alberti’s text On Painting (1435), along with
comparisons to various works of Nicholas Cusanus - particularly his Vision of
God (1450) - this study reveals a shared epistemology of vision. And, the author
argues, it is one that reflects a more deeply Christian Neoplatonic ideal than is
typically accorded Alberti. Whether regarding his purpose in teaching the use of
a geometric single point perspective system, or more broadly in rendering forms
naturalistically, the emphasis leans toward the ideal of Renaissance art as highly
rational. There remains the impression that the principle aim of the painter is to
create objective, even illusionistic images. A close reading of Alberti’s text,
however, including some adjustments in translation, points rather towards an
emphasis on discerning the spiritual in the material. Alberti’s use of the tropes
Minerva and Narcissus, for example, indicates the opposing characteristics of
wisdom and sense certainty that function dialectically to foster the traditional
importance of seeing with the eye of the intellect rather than merely with
physical eyes. In this sense these figures also set the context for his, and, as the
author explains, Brunelleschi’s earlier invention of this perspective system that
posits not so much an objective seeing as an opposition of finite and infinite
seeing, which, moreover, approximates Cusanus’s famous notion of a
coincidence of opposites. Together with Alberti’s and Cusanus’s ideals of vision,
extensive analysis of art works discloses a ubiquitous commitment to stimulating
an intellectual perception of divine, essential, and unseen realities that enliven the
visible material world.
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his, and, as the author explains, Brunelleschi’s earlier invention of this perspective system that posits not so
much an objective seeing as an opposition of finite and infinite seeing, which, moreover, approximates
Cusanus’s famous notion of a coincidence of opposites. Together with Alberti’s and Cusanus’s ideals of
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Editorial Review

Review
'... casts new light on familiar material ...' Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author
Charles H. Carman is Associate Professor of Art History at the University of Buffalo, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Leon Battista Alberti and Nicholas Cusanus:
Towards an Epistemology of Vision for Italian Renaissance Art and Culture (Visual Culture in Early
Modernity) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Leon Battista Alberti and Nicholas Cusanus:
Towards an Epistemology of Vision for Italian Renaissance Art and Culture (Visual Culture in Early
Modernity) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Leon
Battista Alberti and Nicholas Cusanus: Towards an Epistemology of Vision for Italian Renaissance Art and
Culture (Visual Culture in Early Modernity). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Eric Graves:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Leon Battista Alberti and
Nicholas Cusanus: Towards an Epistemology of Vision for Italian Renaissance Art and Culture (Visual
Culture in Early Modernity) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Phillip Permenter:

You can obtain this Leon Battista Alberti and Nicholas Cusanus: Towards an Epistemology of Vision for
Italian Renaissance Art and Culture (Visual Culture in Early Modernity) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and



searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Andrew Thompson:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Leon Battista Alberti and Nicholas Cusanus: Towards an Epistemology of Vision for Italian
Renaissance Art and Culture (Visual Culture in Early Modernity) we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Leon Battista Alberti and
Nicholas Cusanus: Towards an Epistemology of Vision for Italian Renaissance Art and Culture (Visual
Culture in Early Modernity). You can more attractive than now.
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