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How to Write for PERCUSSION is a comprehensive text that clearly explains
and simplifies all issues that percussionists and composers face with respect to
each other. Written from a percussionist's perspective, it examines the behind-
the-scenes processes to uncover all the tools the composer needs to comfortably
create innovative and skilled percussion composition.

If you are a composer or arranger and have ever had a question about percussion
writing, How to Write for PERCUSSION is the definitive source. Whether you
have years of percussion writing experience or no idea how to even approach it,
this book will give you hundreds of great new ideas and will show you exactly
how to realize them in your music.

There are nine chapters. The first four consider issues that apply to all
percussion.

1. General Logistics 2. General Notation 3. Beaters 4. Tone Color

1. General Logistics explores issues of movement, instrument choice, instrument
setup, concert production, and sound production. These are the often overlooked
concerns which significantly influence the success of the composition.

2. General Notation details the key notational concepts for percussion writing,
including guidelines for how to create parts and scores, how to set up a notational
system for multi-percussion setups, and how to deal with articulation, phrasing,
note length, and special effects.

3. Beaters describes each beater, its specific uses, special effects, and issues of
changing beaters within a piece.

4. Tone Color discusses the physical factors that can be used to manipulate
timbre on all percussion instruments.

The following five chapters discuss specific types of instruments.

5. Drums 6. Keyboard Percussion 7. Metal 8. Unpitched Wood 9. Miscellaneous
Instruments

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0974472107
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0974472107
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0974472107


Drums, Keyboard Percussion, Metal, and Wood deal with instruments that are
struck. Miscellaneous Instruments deals with instruments that are scraped,
cranked, shaken, and blown through, as well as some struck instruments that do
not fit into the other categories.

The five appendices expand and reinforce the concepts detailed in the rest of the
book.

A. Sample Setups B. Scores with Comments C. Beaters D. Dynamics E.
Suggested Works

A. Sample Setups is a collection of instrument lists with their corresponding
setup diagrams and instrument keys.

B. Scores with Comments presents excerpts from real scores with comments that
elaborate upon important logistcal and notational issues.

C. Beaters charts the appropriateness of various beaters on various instruments.

D. Dynamics charts the relative dynamics of various instruments struck with
various beaters.

E. Suggested Works is an annotated list of works that use percussion well.

With hundreds of musical examples, diagrams, charts, photos, and pages of text,
there are few questions this book will not answer.
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How to Write for PERCUSSION is a comprehensive text that clearly explains and simplifies all issues that
percussionists and composers face with respect to each other. Written from a percussionist's perspective, it
examines the behind-the-scenes processes to uncover all the tools the composer needs to comfortably create
innovative and skilled percussion composition.

If you are a composer or arranger and have ever had a question about percussion writing, How to Write for
PERCUSSION is the definitive source. Whether you have years of percussion writing experience or no idea
how to even approach it, this book will give you hundreds of great new ideas and will show you exactly how
to realize them in your music.

There are nine chapters. The first four consider issues that apply to all percussion.

1. General Logistics 2. General Notation 3. Beaters 4. Tone Color

1. General Logistics explores issues of movement, instrument choice, instrument setup, concert production,
and sound production. These are the often overlooked concerns which significantly influence the success of
the composition.

2. General Notation details the key notational concepts for percussion writing, including guidelines for how
to create parts and scores, how to set up a notational system for multi-percussion setups, and how to deal
with articulation, phrasing, note length, and special effects.

3. Beaters describes each beater, its specific uses, special effects, and issues of changing beaters within a
piece.

4. Tone Color discusses the physical factors that can be used to manipulate timbre on all percussion
instruments.

The following five chapters discuss specific types of instruments.

5. Drums 6. Keyboard Percussion 7. Metal 8. Unpitched Wood 9. Miscellaneous Instruments

Drums, Keyboard Percussion, Metal, and Wood deal with instruments that are struck. Miscellaneous
Instruments deals with instruments that are scraped, cranked, shaken, and blown through, as well as some
struck instruments that do not fit into the other categories.

The five appendices expand and reinforce the concepts detailed in the rest of the book.

A. Sample Setups B. Scores with Comments C. Beaters D. Dynamics E. Suggested Works

A. Sample Setups is a collection of instrument lists with their corresponding setup diagrams and instrument
keys.

B. Scores with Comments presents excerpts from real scores with comments that elaborate upon important



logistcal and notational issues.

C. Beaters charts the appropriateness of various beaters on various instruments.

D. Dynamics charts the relative dynamics of various instruments struck with various beaters.

E. Suggested Works is an annotated list of works that use percussion well.

With hundreds of musical examples, diagrams, charts, photos, and pages of text, there are few questions this
book will not answer.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A must for all composers, conductors and instrumentalists. By far the most absorbing and demanding book
on percussion writing." -- Jeffrey Milarsky, Percussionist, Conductor, Professor in Music, Columbia
University

"A true contribution to the literature of orchestration." -- Samuel Adler, Professor Emeritus, Eastman School
of Music, Composition Faculty, Juilliard School, Author, The Study of Orchestration

"It will be required reading in my classes and a fixture on my desk." -- Steven Mackey, Composer, Guitarist,
Professor of Music, Princeton University

About the Author
Percussionist Samuel Z. Solomon has been responsible for dozens of world premieres of solo and small
ensemble works. With saxophonist Eric Hewitt, he is co-founder of the Yesaroun? Duo; the Duo has been
featured in recitals all over the northeast United States, in Italy, and in Cuba. Mr. Solomon made his
Carnegie Hall debut in February of 2000, performing the world premiere of John Mackey?s Concerto for
Percussion and Orchestra as guest soloist with the New York Youth Symphony. In December 1999 he was
featured in Lincoln Center?s Alice Tully Hall, performing the American premiere of Iannis Xenakis?s final
composition, O-Mega for percussion solo and chamber orchestra, with the New Juilliard Ensemble. Mr.
Solomon spent six summers at Tanglewood, three as a Fellow of the Tanglewood Music Center, and six
years at Juilliard, receiving two degrees. He lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

In other case, little individuals like to read book How to Write for PERCUSSION. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book How to Write for
PERCUSSION. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Leticia Brewster:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this How to Write for
PERCUSSION book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a



book.

Patricia Whetsel:

The event that you get from How to Write for PERCUSSION may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to know but How to Write for PERCUSSION giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that How to Write for PERCUSSION instantly.

Christopher Evan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this How
to Write for PERCUSSION.
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