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When the Constitution Act of 1867 was enacted, section 93 guaranteed certain
educational rights to Catholics and Protestants in Quebec, but not to any others.
Over the course of the next century, the Jewish community in Montreal carved
out an often tenuous arrangement for public schooling as “honorary Protestants,”
based on complex negotiations with the Protestant and Catholic school boards,
the provincial government, and individual municipalities. In the face of the
constitution’s exclusionary language, all parties gave their compromise a legal
form which was frankly unconstitutional, but unavoidable if Jewish children
were to have access to public schools. Bargaining in the shadow of the law, they
made their own constitution long before the formal constitutional amendment of
1997 finally put an end to the issue.

In Honorary Protestants, David Fraser presents the first legal history of the
Jewish school question in Montreal. Based on extensive archival research, it
highlights the complex evolution of concepts of rights, citizenship, and identity,
negotiated outside the strict legal boundaries of the constitution.
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When the Constitution Act of 1867 was enacted, section 93 guaranteed certain educational rights to
Catholics and Protestants in Quebec, but not to any others. Over the course of the next century, the Jewish
community in Montreal carved out an often tenuous arrangement for public schooling as “honorary
Protestants,” based on complex negotiations with the Protestant and Catholic school boards, the provincial
government, and individual municipalities. In the face of the constitution’s exclusionary language, all parties
gave their compromise a legal form which was frankly unconstitutional, but unavoidable if Jewish children
were to have access to public schools. Bargaining in the shadow of the law, they made their own constitution
long before the formal constitutional amendment of 1997 finally put an end to the issue.

In Honorary Protestants, David Fraser presents the first legal history of the Jewish school question in
Montreal. Based on extensive archival research, it highlights the complex evolution of concepts of rights,
citizenship, and identity, negotiated outside the strict legal boundaries of the constitution.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘With the appearance of Fraser’s Honorary Protestants, I can refer to a full legal history of the topic that is
exhaustive in its attention to detail. The book is extensively researched and forcefully argued.’

(Roderick MacLeod Canadian Jewish Studies vol 24:2016)

Review

“The story of the ‘Jewish School Question’ has never before been told in such compelling detail, nor within
the context of a learned discussion of ‘rights,’ ‘citizenship,’ and ‘identity.’ ‘Honorary Protestants’
constitutes an exceedingly important contribution to the history of Canadian education, the social politics of
the Montreal Jewish community, and the relationships between the Jewish, Protestant, and Roman Catholic
constituencies in the province of Quebec.”

(Gerald Tulchinsky, Professor Emeritus, Department of History, Queen's University)

“‘Honorary Protestants’ presents an important corrective to the twentieth-century focus of much of the
history of civil liberties in Quebec and Canada. As David Fraser demonstrates, fundamental rights and
liberties were being debated already in the nineteenth century, long before conscription crises, the Red
Scares, and Duplessis’s guerre sans merci of the 1930s and 1940s.”

(Eric H. Reiter, Department of History, Concordia University)

About the Author

David Fraser is a professor in the School of Law at the University of Nottingham.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called
Honorary Protestants: The Jewish School Question in Montreal, 1867-1997 (Osgoode Society for Canadian
Legal History)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?



Mark Clark:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Honorary Protestants: The Jewish School Question in
Montreal, 1867-1997 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Tracy Laflamme:

This Honorary Protestants: The Jewish School Question in Montreal, 1867-1997 (Osgoode Society for
Canadian Legal History) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Honorary
Protestants: The Jewish School Question in Montreal, 1867-1997 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal
History) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Miguel Sherman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Honorary Protestants: The Jewish School
Question in Montreal, 1867-1997 (Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History).
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