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When farm worker and labor organizer César Chávez burst upon America's
national scene in 1965, U.S. readers and viewers were witnessing the emergence
of a new Mexican American, or Chicano, movement. This biography of Chávez
by Richard Griswold del Castillo and Richard A. Garcia is the first to approach
Chávez's life–his courageous acts, his turning points, his many perceived
personas–in the context of Chicano and American history. It reveals a shy, quiet
man who was launched by events into a maelstrom of campesino strikes,
religious fervor, and nonviolent battles for justice. Among his friends and
supporters he counted Martin Luther King Jr., Robert Kennedy, Jimmy Carter,
and millions across America who rallied to his cause.

In Griswold del Castillo and Garcia's biography, Chávez's life mirrors major
events in Mexican American history: Mexican immigration during the 1920s;
forced repatriation in the 1930s; segregation in public schools; Mexican
American contributions during World War II; the Zoot Suit Riots in Los Angeles;
formation of Mexican American organizations to advance civil and political
rights; the Chicano movement of the 1960s and early 1970s; the emergence of a
conservative political backlash in the 1980s; and, finally, the "new immigration"
in the 1990s. César Chávez was touched by all these events, and his story is both
private and part of a collective experience.

Ultimately the authors see Chávez's significance as moral. In an age notable for
its confusion about-if not lack of moral values, César Chávez stands as proof that
America still has people of rare courage and conviction who devote their lives to
a righteous cause, to self sacrifice and nonviolent struggle against overwhelming
odds. Chávez consistently respected all ethnic and religious groups, rejected
materialism, and, above all, fought for justice. Griswold del Castillo and Garcia's
biography tells the inspiring story of a man who lived a simple life and preached
a simple guiding dictum: Si Se Puede–Yes, it can be done.
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When farm worker and labor organizer César Chávez burst upon America's national scene in 1965, U.S.
readers and viewers were witnessing the emergence of a new Mexican American, or Chicano, movement.
This biography of Chávez by Richard Griswold del Castillo and Richard A. Garcia is the first to approach
Chávez's life–his courageous acts, his turning points, his many perceived personas–in the context of Chicano
and American history. It reveals a shy, quiet man who was launched by events into a maelstrom of
campesino strikes, religious fervor, and nonviolent battles for justice. Among his friends and supporters he
counted Martin Luther King Jr., Robert Kennedy, Jimmy Carter, and millions across America who rallied to
his cause.

In Griswold del Castillo and Garcia's biography, Chávez's life mirrors major events in Mexican American
history: Mexican immigration during the 1920s; forced repatriation in the 1930s; segregation in public
schools; Mexican American contributions during World War II; the Zoot Suit Riots in Los Angeles;
formation of Mexican American organizations to advance civil and political rights; the Chicano movement
of the 1960s and early 1970s; the emergence of a conservative political backlash in the 1980s; and, finally,
the "new immigration" in the 1990s. César Chávez was touched by all these events, and his story is both
private and part of a collective experience.

Ultimately the authors see Chávez's significance as moral. In an age notable for its confusion about-if not
lack of moral values, César Chávez stands as proof that America still has people of rare courage and
conviction who devote their lives to a righteous cause, to self sacrifice and nonviolent struggle against
overwhelming odds. Chávez consistently respected all ethnic and religious groups, rejected materialism, and,
above all, fought for justice. Griswold del Castillo and Garcia's biography tells the inspiring story of a man
who lived a simple life and preached a simple guiding dictum: Si Se Puede–Yes, it can be done.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
With his family displaced from their land and forced to work as migrants, Chavez (1927-93) from early on
shared the arduous life of those he was destined to lead. In this biography of the embattled farm labor
organizer, del Castillo (Mexican studies, San Diego State Univ.) focuses on Chavez's formation, growth, and
development as a leader in the movement to unionize farm workers in the Southwest. The story is filled with
ups and downs in the long, drawn-out struggle with powerful corporate and institutional interests, as well as
with organized labor. Moral strength through nonviolence, pragmatic flexibility, and the able coleadership of
Dolores Huerta are all elements del Castillo credits to La Causa. Del Castillo's account is balanced, highly
readable, and engaging. Recommended for general readership.?Charles E. Perry, East Central Univ., Ada,
Okla.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
This biography of Chavez by Richard Griswold del Castillo and Richard A. Garcia is the first to approach
Chavez's life - his courageous acts, his turning points, his many perceived personas - in the context of
Chicano and American history. It reveals a shy, quiet man who was launched by events into a maelstrom of
campesino strikes, religious fervor, and nonviolent battles for justice. Among his friends and supporters he
counted Martin Luther King Jr., Robert Kennedy, Jimmy Carter, and millions across America who rallied to
his cause. In Griswold del Castillo and Garcia's biography, Chavez's life mirrors major events in Mexican
American history: Mexican immigration during the 1920s; forced repatriation in the 1930s; segregation in
public schools; Mexican American contributions during World War II; the Zoot Suit Riots in Los Angeles;
formation of Mexican American organizations to advance civil and political rights; the Chicano movement
of the 1960s and early 1970s; the emergence of a conservative political backlash in the 1980s; and, finally,
the "new immigration" in the 1990s. Cesar Chavez was touched by all these events, and his story is both
private and part of a collective experience.

About the Author

Richard Griswold del Castillo was born and raised in Santa Ana California; his father was born in
Minneapolis Minnesota and his mother was born in Mexico City, Mexico. He graduated from Santa Ana
High school in 1960, went on study at UC Berkeley and the University of Dijon, France before receiving his
B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. from UCLA . In 1992 he was a Fulbright Scholar in Mexico City, he was a visiting
professor at UC Berkeley in 1994, and he became Professor Emeritus at San Diego State University in 2005.

Richard A. Garcia, Professor of Ethnic Studies at California State University–Hayward, is the author of The
Rise of the Mexican American Middle Class: San Antonio, 1929-1941.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Yolanda Ocasio:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Cesar
Chavez: A Triumph of Spirit (The Oklahoma Western Biographies)? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lillian Robbins:

The book Cesar Chavez: A Triumph of Spirit (The Oklahoma Western Biographies) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the great thing like a book Cesar Chavez: A Triumph of Spirit (The Oklahoma Western Biographies)? A few
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Cesar Chavez: A Triumph of Spirit (The
Oklahoma Western Biographies) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Diller:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Cesar Chavez: A Triumph of Spirit
(The Oklahoma Western Biographies) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jackie Lund:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Cesar Chavez: A
Triumph of Spirit (The Oklahoma Western Biographies) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's notice.
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