
The Magic Thief (Magic Thief Series, Book 1)

By Sarah Prineas

The Magic Thief (Magic Thief Series, Book 1) By Sarah Prineas

[Read by Greg Steinbruner]

In a city that runs on a dwindling supply of magic, a young boy is drawn into a
life of wizardry and adventure.

Conn should have dropped dead the day he picked Nevery's pocket and touched
the wizard's locus magicalicus, a stone used to focus magic and work spells. But
for some reason he did not. Nevery finds that interesting, and he takes Conn as
his apprentice on the provision that the boy find a locus stone of his own. But
Conn has little time to search for his stone between wizard lessons and helping
Nevery discover who -- or what -- is stealing the city of Wellmet's magic.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 3–6—Conn, a pickpocket on the streets of Twilight, one day picks the pocket of a powerful wizard
and steals his locus magicalicus, the center of his power. It should kill Conn, but it doesn't. Nevery, the
wizard, has just returned after a 22-year exile, to try to save the town from the leaching of its magic, upon
which so much, including its economy, depends. Curious about the boy, Nevery takes him on as an assistant
and then an apprentice. Although it is the wizard's job to stem the tide of the disappearing magic, he seems
unable to do so. Conn believes he knows the answer, but his enemies are closing in. Prineas has created an
appealing cast of characters, which she carefully reveals through their actions. The story is told primarily by
Conn, and is interspersed with cryptic journal entries by Nevery, which offer a tantalizing counterpoint to the
protagonist's viewpoint. Their voices are consistent and well handled. Exciting without being frantic, the
narrative wastes no time getting to the heart of the story. This novel would work well as a read-aloud, as it
has a conversational rhythm that moves the plot along. The book is long, but the large print and appealing
drawings will encourage younger readers. Fantasy and adventure lovers alike will groan when they get to the
tantalizingly mischievous ending, and are likely to hound you until the sequel arrives.—Sue Giffard, Ethical
Culture Fieldston School, New York City
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Young Conn opens the first volume of this new trilogy, noting “A thief is a lot like a
wizard.”  Conn is a thief but, through desire and inevitability, becomes a wizard by book’s end. This
evolution begins when Conn picks the pocket of the wizard Nevery, who is startled that the nicked magical
stone didn’t kill the boy. Nevery takes on Conn as a servant, but the boy’s inquisitiveness and talents move
him to apprentice status. Nevery has recently returned to Willmet to save the city-state, which is faltering as
its magic seeps away. As Conn becomes more enmeshed in his new life, he navigates through the intricate
dealings of both the wizarding world and the political machinations of the Underlord. The events are not as
lively as in some middle-grade fantasies—though Conn’s turn as a cat is delightful, and his search for his
own stone is very well played. What works wonderfully well here is the boy’s irresistible voice, which is
supplemented by the writings of Nevery in his journal, its creased and stained pages appearing as apart of the
design. Readers will particularly enjoy the way Conn often knows just a little more than his master,
and they’ll look forward to seeing how much more he learns as the series progresses. Grades 4-6. --Ilene
Cooper

Review
''Prineas has created an appealing cast of characters, which she carefully reveals through their actions. The
story is told primarily by Conn, and is interspersed with cryptic journal entries by Nevery, which offer a
tantalizing counterpoint to the protagonist's viewpoint . . . This novel would work well as a read-aloud, as it
has a conversational rhythm that moves the plot along.'' --School Library Journal

''Danger, humor, magic, and mystery combine to make an entertaining fantasy tale.'' --Kliatt

''An uncommonly engaging young narrator kicks this debut fantasy ahead of the general run…Conn works
his way into the hearts of both his master and the mystery…along the way to a literally explosive climax.''
--Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

''It is a mystery accompanied by danger, intrigue, and betrayal. This first book in a projected series will

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


appeal to readers who appreciate Jonathan Stroud and J. K. Rowling . . . An eccentric cast of characters, sure
to figure more prominently in other series books yet to come, are introduced and explained sufficiently here .
. . [as it] illustrates the blend of the comic and darker elements of this novel.'' --Voice of Youth Advocates
(VOYA)

''Readers clamoring for magical tales will enjoy Prineas' fast-paced first novel . . . Prineas depicts Conn, the
narrator, as refreshingly candid and a quick study while revealing Nevery as insightful and unexpectedly
caring . . . The magical fireworks do not explode until the end, leaving readers confident that Prineas will
turn up the heat in the next installment.'' --Publishers Weekly

''This is typical boy-wizard-rags-to-riches fare. What lifts it above the ordinary is a puckish interpretation of
its main character, Conn, by narrator Greg Steinbruner. Also in its favor, and something quite often missing
in young adult fantasy, is a likable and trustworthy, if somewhat curmudgeonly, adult . . . Nevery
Finglas…Steinbruner's skillful performance helps differentiate a wide array of characters and enhances the
story's entertainment.'' --AudioFile

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kate Word:

The book untitled The Magic Thief (Magic Thief Series, Book 1) is the book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of The Magic Thief (Magic Thief Series, Book 1) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Enrique Hayes:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended for your requirements is The Magic Thief (Magic Thief Series, Book 1) this book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Melissa Parra:

Beside this specific The Magic Thief (Magic Thief Series, Book 1) in your phone, it could give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have The Magic Thief (Magic Thief Series, Book 1) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh



come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book in addition to read it from today!

Joyce Jiminez:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Magic Thief (Magic Thief
Series, Book 1) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?
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