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Catherine McDowell presents a detailed and insightful analysis of the creation of
adam in Gen 2:5 3:24 in light of the Mesopotamian m s pî p t pî ( washing of the
mouth, opening of the mouth ) and the Egyptian wpt-r (opening of the mouth)
rituals for the creation of a divine image. Parallels between the mouth washing
and opening rituals and the Eden story suggest that the biblical author was
comparing and contrasting human creation with the ritual creation, animation,
and installation of a cult statue in order to redefine  elem elohîm as a human
being the living likeness of God tending and serving in the sacred garden.

McDowell also considers the explicit image and likeness language in Gen 1:26
27. Drawing from biblical and extrabiblical texts, she demonstrates that  elem and
d mût define the divine-human relationship, first and foremost, in terms of
kinship. To be created in the image and likeness of Elohim was to be,
metaphorically speaking, God s royal sons and daughters. While these royal
qualities are explicit in Gen 1, McDowell persuasively argues that kinship is the
primary metaphor Gen 1 uses to define humanity and its relationship to God.

Further, she discusses critical issues, noting the problems inherent in the
traditional views on the dating and authorship of Gen 1-3, and the relationship
between the two creation accounts. Through a careful study of the tôledôt in
Genesis, she demonstrates that Gen 2:4 serves as both a hinge and a telescope :
the creation of humanity in Gen 2:5-3:24 should be understood as a detailed
account of the events of Day 6 in Gen 1.

When Gen 1-3 are read together, as the final redactor intended, these texts
redefine the divine-human relationship using three significant and theologically
laden categories: kinship, kingship, and cult. Thus, they provide an important
lens through which to view the relationship between God and humanity as
presented in the rest of the Bible.
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Catherine McDowell presents a detailed and insightful analysis of the creation of adam in Gen 2:5 3:24 in
light of the Mesopotamian m s pî p t pî ( washing of the mouth, opening of the mouth ) and the Egyptian
wpt-r (opening of the mouth) rituals for the creation of a divine image. Parallels between the mouth washing
and opening rituals and the Eden story suggest that the biblical author was comparing and contrasting human
creation with the ritual creation, animation, and installation of a cult statue in order to redefine  elem elohîm
as a human being the living likeness of God tending and serving in the sacred garden.

McDowell also considers the explicit image and likeness language in Gen 1:26 27. Drawing from biblical
and extrabiblical texts, she demonstrates that  elem and d mût define the divine-human relationship, first and
foremost, in terms of kinship. To be created in the image and likeness of Elohim was to be, metaphorically
speaking, God s royal sons and daughters. While these royal qualities are explicit in Gen 1, McDowell
persuasively argues that kinship is the primary metaphor Gen 1 uses to define humanity and its relationship
to God.

Further, she discusses critical issues, noting the problems inherent in the traditional views on the dating and
authorship of Gen 1-3, and the relationship between the two creation accounts. Through a careful study of
the tôledôt in Genesis, she demonstrates that Gen 2:4 serves as both a hinge and a telescope : the creation of
humanity in Gen 2:5-3:24 should be understood as a detailed account of the events of Day 6 in Gen 1.

When Gen 1-3 are read together, as the final redactor intended, these texts redefine the divine-human
relationship using three significant and theologically laden categories: kinship, kingship, and cult. Thus, they
provide an important lens through which to view the relationship between God and humanity as presented in
the rest of the Bible.
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From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Image of God in the Garden of Eden. Try to the actual book The
Image of God in the Garden of Eden as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Rex Oswald:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Image of God in the Garden of Eden has been making you
to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The e-book The Image of God in the Garden of Eden is not only giving you much more new information but
also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship using the book The Image of God in the Garden of Eden. You never really
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Christina Bishop:

The actual book The Image of God in the Garden of Eden will bring you to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Image of God in the Garden of Eden is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Daniel Hutchison:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Image of God in the Garden of
Eden that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Image



of God in the Garden of Eden become your own personal starter.
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