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First produced at the Central City Opera House in 1956, "The Ballad of Baby
Doe" is now widely considered a classic and is the second most produced
American opera. In The Ballad of Baby Doe, Duane A. Smith tells the tale of the
complicated birth of this most American of operas.

Inspired in 1953 by composer Douglas Moore's interest in Horace Tabor's story
and funded by the Central City Opera House Association, the opera came
together through a unique combination of hard work and serendipity. Smith
relates how key people - including investors and historians in addition to creative
talent - turned Moore's idea into a reality and brought the story of the Tabors to
millions of opera fans worldwide. In addition, Smith compares the opera's
libretto with historical reality, and the book even includes a chapter on the
production written by John Moriarty, who conducted the opera in 1981, 1988,
and 1996.

For anyone interested in opera history or this Colorado story in particular - the
emblematic tale of silver millionaire Horace Tabor and the two women he
married - The Ballad of Baby Doe will be the definitive history for years to come.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Smith is as dependable as it gets...[he] never fails to intrigue and educate..."
—Denver Post

"In his usual lively style, Smith marks the historical cornerstones of the gold rush era and Colorado's silver
fever in the 19th century."
—Durango Herald

"This is a lovely little book, a cross between an ode and a work of history."
—Colorado Libraries

About the Author

Duane A. Smith is a professor of history at Fort Lewis College in Durango, and is the author or coauthor of
more than fifty books on Colorado and the West. He also serves as chair of the Durango Parks and Forestry
Board and on the Anima School House Museum Board. John Moriarty is the artistic director, emeritus,
Central City Opera House Association. He conducted "The Ballad of Baby Doe" there most recently in 1996.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Russell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Ballad of Baby Doe: "I Shall
Walk Beside My Love" is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Junior Price:

Often the book The Ballad of Baby Doe: "I Shall Walk Beside My Love" will bring someone to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Ballad of Baby Doe: "I Shall Walk
Beside My Love" is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.



Jaime Friend:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled The Ballad of Baby Doe: "I Shall Walk Beside My
Love" can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jennifer Powell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. The Ballad of Baby Doe: "I Shall Walk Beside My Love" can be your answer because it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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