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This book begins by arguing that early Greek reflection on the afterlife and
immortality insisted on the importance of the physical body whereas a wealth of
Jewish texts from the Hebrew Bible, Second Temple Judaism and early (Pauline)
Christianity understood post-mortem existence to be that of the soul alone.
Changes begin to appear in the later New Testament where the importance of the
afterlife of the physical body became essential, and such thoughts continued into
the period of the early Church where the significance of the physical body in
post-mortem existence became a point of theological orthodoxy. This book will
assert that the influx of Greco-Romans into the early Church changed the
direction of Christian thought towards one which included the body. At the same
time, the ideological and polemical thrust of an eternal tortuous afterlife for the
wicked became essential.
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Changes begin to appear in the later New Testament where the importance of the afterlife of the physical
body became essential, and such thoughts continued into the period of the early Church where the
significance of the physical body in post-mortem existence became a point of theological orthodoxy. This
book will assert that the influx of Greco-Romans into the early Church changed the direction of Christian
thought towards one which included the body. At the same time, the ideological and polemical thrust of an
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Editorial Review

Review

"F. has certainly given us much to think about. His assertion that Paul’s afterlife is consistent with his
exposition of Second Temple literature in chapter 3, as well as the opposition he sees between Paul’s
resurrected Christ as a ‘glorified spiritual entity’ and the resurrected fleshly body of Christ in the Gospels of
Luke and John, is well argued." – Seth Cole, SOTS Book List 2017

About the Author
Mark Finney is Lecturer in Religion in the Department of History at the University of Sheffield. My recent
publications include, Honour and Conflict in the Ancient World (T&T Clark, 2012). My research interests
include: concepts of afterlife in Jewish and Christian traditions and conflict and violence in the Abrahamic
faiths.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

The ability that you get from Resurrection, Hell and the Afterlife: Body and Soul in Antiquity, Judaism and
Early Christianity (BibleWorld) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the
more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Resurrection,
Hell and the Afterlife: Body and Soul in Antiquity, Judaism and Early Christianity (BibleWorld) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific
Resurrection, Hell and the Afterlife: Body and Soul in Antiquity, Judaism and Early Christianity
(BibleWorld) instantly.

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Resurrection, Hell and the Afterlife: Body and Soul in Antiquity, Judaism and Early Christianity
(BibleWorld) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Resurrection, Hell and the Afterlife: Body and Soul in Antiquity, Judaism
and Early Christianity (BibleWorld) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into new stage of crucial thinking.



Maria Tate:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to
be learn. Resurrection, Hell and the Afterlife: Body and Soul in Antiquity, Judaism and Early Christianity
(BibleWorld) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time
problems.

Robert Mangino:

The book untitled Resurrection, Hell and the Afterlife: Body and Soul in Antiquity, Judaism and Early
Christianity (BibleWorld) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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