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Why did so many distinguished Western Intellectuals—from G.B. Shaw to J.P.
Sartre, and. closer to home, from Edmund Wilson to Susan Sontag— admire
various communist systems, often in their most repressive historical phases?
How could Stalin's Soviet Union, Mao's China, or Castro's Cuba appear at one
time as both successful modernizing societies and the fulfillments of the boldest
dreams of social justice? Why, at the same time, had these intellectuals so
mercilessly judged and rejected their own Western, liberal cultures? What
Impulses and beliefs prompted them to seek the realization of their ideals in
distant, poorly known lands? How do their journeys fit into long-standing
Western traditions of looking for new meaning In the non-Western world?

These are some of the questions Paul Hollander sought to answer In his massive
study that covers much of our century. His success is attested by the fact that the
phrase "political pilgrim" has become a part of intellectual discourse. Even in the
post-communist era the questions raised by this book remain relevant as many
Western, and especially American intellectuals seek to come to terms with a
world which offers few models of secular fulfillment and has tarnished the
reputation of political Utopias. His new and lengthy introduction updates the
pilgrimages and examines current attempts to find substitutes for the emotional
and political energy that used to be invested in them.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A horribly funny book...to be kept close at hand and reread whenever we are told of a land where...the
human soul is re-engineered and human nature uplifted."

—The Washington Post

"Professor Hollander has produced a book of illumination which is to a high degree entertaining...[he] brings
to his task a useful detachment."

—Edward Crankshaw, The Observer (London)

"An important and timely book that will be widely read, reread and debated for years."

—William J. Wilson. University of Chicago

About the Author

Paul Hollander is professor emeritus at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and center associate at the
Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard University. His books include Political Pilgrims,
The Many Faces of Socialism, and Soviet and American Society: A Comparison.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Potter:

This Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search
of the Good Society can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.



Herman Hernandez:

Often the book Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Eli Benton:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of
you.

Audrey Spence:

Beside this particular Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the Good Society in your phone,
it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Political Pilgrims: Western Intellectuals in Search of the
Good Society because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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