
Memory and Modernity: Popular Culture in
Latin America (Critical Studies in Latin
American Culture)

By William Rowe, Vivian Schelling

Memory and Modernity: Popular Culture in Latin America (Critical
Studies in Latin American Culture) By William Rowe, Vivian Schelling

Samba and carnival, radio soaps and telenovelas, oral poetry, popular drama,
Amerindian art. This illustrated overview of Latin America’s popular culture
considers the broad spectrum of cultural forms in the various countries of the
subcontinent.

Exploring the ways in which daily life and ritual have resisted and been
influenced by Western mass culture, Memory and Modernity traces the main
anthropological, sociological and political debates about the nature of popular
culture. Rowe and Schelling use their analysis of the development of a culture
industry in Latin America to engage with wider debates about modernity,
drawing out the contrast between Latin America’s cultural wealth and its
widespread material poverty.

In challenging the assumptions of much Western cultural criticism, this book will
be essential reading for students of Latin American society, while offering the
general reader a concise and accessible overview of an exciting and varied
popular culture.
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Samba and carnival, radio soaps and telenovelas, oral poetry, popular drama, Amerindian art. This illustrated
overview of Latin America’s popular culture considers the broad spectrum of cultural forms in the various
countries of the subcontinent.

Exploring the ways in which daily life and ritual have resisted and been influenced by Western mass culture,
Memory and Modernity traces the main anthropological, sociological and political debates about the nature
of popular culture. Rowe and Schelling use their analysis of the development of a culture industry in Latin
America to engage with wider debates about modernity, drawing out the contrast between Latin America’s
cultural wealth and its widespread material poverty.

In challenging the assumptions of much Western cultural criticism, this book will be essential reading for
students of Latin American society, while offering the general reader a concise and accessible overview of an
exciting and varied popular culture.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Rowe and Schelling trace the main anthropological and political debates about the nature and significance of
popular culture in Latin America. Latin American culture as demonstrated by radio and television soap
operas, the samba and carnival, popular drama, and oral poetry is an excellent way to convey how everyday
life in Latin America has both assimilated and resisted Western mass culture. The authors point out, for
example, that television soap operas in a semiliterate society have extraordinary power to shape culture but
have themselves been formed by memory of the past. Novels by elite authors such as Jose Maria Arguedas
and Manuel Puig have been transformed by the wealth of these expressions of non-elite culture. Although
flawed by academic pretension and clouded by a slightly Marxist political viewpoint, Memory and
Modernity is still worth reading. For academic collections.
- Nancy Padgett Lazar, U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Erudite and well-researched ... A new, needed and definitive work has been achieved.”—New Statesman
and Society

“Presents a dynamic interpretation of Latin American cultural production in the twentieth century.
Challenging the well-worn, apocalyptic theses of cultural death in the wake of globalisation, it investigates
Latin America’s diversity of cultural expression, not annihilated by, but multiplying in, interaction with
‘Western’ culture and its new technologies.”—Bulletin of Latin American Research

About the Author
William Rowe is a Reader in Spanish American Studies at King's College, London, and Honorary Professor
at the University of San Marcos. Peru.

Vivian Schelling is Senior Lecturer in Third World and Development Studies at the University of East
London. She is author of A Presenca do Povo na Cultura Brasileira and co-author (with William Rowe) of
Memory and Modernity: Popular Culture in Latin America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed
Memory and Modernity: Popular Culture in Latin America (Critical Studies in Latin American Culture)?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?



Leonard Dail:

This book untitled Memory and Modernity: Popular Culture in Latin America (Critical Studies in Latin
American Culture) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this publication from your list.

Richard Perkins:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Memory and Modernity: Popular Culture in Latin America (Critical Studies in Latin American Culture)
provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Brian Griffith:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Memory and Modernity: Popular Culture in Latin America (Critical Studies in
Latin American Culture) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.
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