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Why did Greek actors in the age of Sophocles always wear masks? In this book,
first published in 2007, David Wiles provided the first book-length study of this
question. He surveys the evidence of vases and other monuments, arguing that
they portray masks as part of a process of transformation, and that masks were
never seen in the fifth century as autonomous objects. Wiles goes on to examine
experiments with the mask in twentieth-century theatre, tracing a tension
between the use of masks for possession and for alienation, and he identifies a
preference among modern classical scholars for alienation. Wiles declines to
distinguish the political aims of Greek tragedy from its religious aims, and
concludes that an understanding of the mask allows us to see how Greek acting
was simultaneously text-centred and body-centred. This book challenges
orthodox views about how theatre relates to ritual, and provides insight into the
creative work of the actor.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This is one of the most important books on Greek drama to appear in the last twenty years.' Journal of
Hellenic Studies

About the Author
David Wiles is Professor of Theatre at Royal Holloway, University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Mask and
Performance in Greek Tragedy: From Ancient Festival to Modern Experimentation? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Debra Yarbrough:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Mask and Performance in Greek Tragedy: From Ancient Festival to Modern Experimentation, you could
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a book.

Anthony Flowers:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list will be Mask and Performance in Greek Tragedy: From Ancient Festival to
Modern Experimentation. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.



Lee Villegas:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Mask and Performance in Greek Tragedy: From Ancient Festival to Modern Experimentation. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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