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The conclusions of critical biblical scholarship often pose a disconcerting
challenge to traditional Christian faith. Between the two poles of uncritical
embrace and outright rejection of these conclusions, is there a third way? Can
evangelical believers incorporate the insights of biblical criticism while at the
same time maintaining a high view of Scripture and a vital faith? In this
provocative book, Kenton Sparks argues that the insights from historical and
biblical criticism can indeed be valuable to evangelicals and may even yield
solutions to difficult issues in biblical studies while avoiding pat answers. This
constructive response to biblical criticism includes taking seriously both the
divine and the human aspects of the Bible and acknowledging the diversity that
exists in the biblical texts.
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The conclusions of critical biblical scholarship often pose a disconcerting challenge to traditional Christian
faith. Between the two poles of uncritical embrace and outright rejection of these conclusions, is there a third
way? Can evangelical believers incorporate the insights of biblical criticism while at the same time
maintaining a high view of Scripture and a vital faith? In this provocative book, Kenton Sparks argues that
the insights from historical and biblical criticism can indeed be valuable to evangelicals and may even yield
solutions to difficult issues in biblical studies while avoiding pat answers. This constructive response to
biblical criticism includes taking seriously both the divine and the human aspects of the Bible and
acknowledging the diversity that exists in the biblical texts.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
"Finally, a fresh, creative, carefully nuanced approach to biblical criticism from an evangelical! Sparks
skillfully makes his case for a 'believing criticism' by carefully assessing the current available alternatives.
His thorough, methodical work stakes out for many thoughtful evangelicals a credible, theologically based,
devout place to stand in integrating critical work and faith. I highly recommend it."--Robert L. Hubbard
Jr., North Park Theological Seminary

"This important volume provides a bridge between critical scholarship and traditional views on Scripture. In
the process of surveying the flash points created by modern critical scholarship, Sparks champions 'practical
realism' as an approach that provides a more productive middle ground. Both evangelicals and
nonevangelicals will benefit from this very frank discussion of the history and possible future for biblical
scholarship."--Victor H. Matthews, Missouri State University

"Sparks issues an irenic invitation to reconcile academic consensus with evangelical conviction in ways that
respect and inform both. His plea for his fellow evangelicals to take historical criticism much more seriously
features impressive and honest arguments for mainstream critical stances toward Old and New Testament
texts, informative tours of fields from hermeneutics to Assyriology to patristic and Reformation theology,
and a bold proposal to affirm biblical inerrancy in terms of perfect divine accommodation to human error.
May it encourage and shape the fruitful conversation we evangelicals absolutely need to have."--Telford
Work, Westmont College

"Sparks asks hard questions. In this volume he provides answers that he believes satisfy intellectually as well
as spiritually. His erudition is evident on every page. Of course, not all will agree with his version of
'practical realism' and how it relates to biblical hermeneutics, but few can deny that he has advanced the
conversation in a way that is helpful and healthy."--Bill T. Arnold, Asbury Theological Seminary

"Sparks emphatically affirms both the methodology and results of historical and modern biblical criticism
and the authority of Scripture. He distinguishes divine inerrancy from the finite and fallible human vessels
through whom God chose to reveal God's Word. This is a valuable window into the 'progressive evangelical'
approach to the nature of Scripture."--Elaine A. Phillips, Gordon College

About the Author
Kenton L. Sparks (PhD, University of North Carolina) is vice president for marketing and enrollment and is
also special assistant to the president at Eastern University in St. Davids, Pennsylvania. He is the author of
several books, including Ancient Texts for the Study of the Hebrew Bible and Ethnicity and Identity in
Ancient Israel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Cromwell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind



proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. God's Word in Human Words: An Evangelical Appropriation of Critical Biblical Scholarship can
be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Cliff Boyd:

This God's Word in Human Words: An Evangelical Appropriation of Critical Biblical Scholarship is brand
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this God's Word in Human Words: An Evangelical Appropriation of Critical
Biblical Scholarship can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy
to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your
better life in addition to knowledge.

Eunice Nunn:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This God's Word in Human Words: An Evangelical
Appropriation of Critical Biblical Scholarship can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this
one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
Let's have God's Word in Human Words: An Evangelical Appropriation of Critical Biblical Scholarship.

Mary Linkous:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this God's Word in Human Words: An Evangelical Appropriation of Critical Biblical
Scholarship can make you feel more interested to read.
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