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North Korea's development of nuclear weapons raises fears of nuclear war on the
peninsula and the specter of terrorists gaining access to weapons of mass
destruction. It also represents a dangerous and disturbing breakdown in U.S.
foreign policy. Failed Diplomacy: The Tragic Story of How North Korea Got the
Bomb offers an insider's view of what went wrong and allowed this isolated
nation—a charter member of the Axis of Evil—to develop nuclear weapons.
Charles L. "Jack" Pritchard was intimately involved in developing America's
North Korea policy under Presidents Clinton and Bush. Here, he offers an
authoritative analysis of recent developments on the Korean peninsula and
reveals how the Bush administration's mistakes damaged the prospects of
controlling nuclear proliferation. Although multilateral negotiations continue,
Pritchard proclaims the Six-Party Talks as a failure. His chronicle begins with the
suspicions over North Korea's uranium enrichment program in 2002 that led to
the demise of the Clinton-era Agreed Framework. Subsequently, Pyongyang
kicked out international monitors and restarted its nuclear weapons program.
Pritchard provides a first-hand account of how the Six-Party Talks were initiated
and offers a play-by-play account of each round of negotiations, detailing the
national interests of the key players—China, Japan, Russia, both Koreas, and the
United States. The author believes the failure to prevent Kim Jong Il from "going
nuclear" points to the need for a permanent security forum in Northeast Asia that
would serve as a formal mechanism for dialogue in the region. Hard-hitting and
insightful, Failed Diplomacy offers a stinging critique of the Bush
administration's manner and policy in dealing with North Korea. More hopefully,
it suggests what can be learned from missed opportunities.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
There are weapons of mass destruction after all, merely in a different country with a ruler wackier than
Saddam Hussein. Pritchard, a former envoy to North Korea, writes that a sensible diplomatic approach to
dictator Kim Jong-Il would have eliminated his nuclear program, then carefully recounts 15 years of
diplomatic maneuvers that failed to achieve this. Readers with the persistence to finish will learn a great deal.
The story begins with a 1994 agreement between America, its allies and North Korea. In exchange for the
North Koreans dismantling a plutonium reactor (purportedly being built for electricity) under international
inspection, the allies would build two proliferation-resistant light water reactors and ship fuel oil to the
country to tide it over. Taking office in 2001, President Bush denounced that agreement as a bribe that
rewarded bad behavior. We don't negotiate with evil; we defeat it, added his vice-president. Hurling insults
in return, Kim resumed North Korea's nuclear program; 2006 saw both a missile and a bomb test. Pritchard
supports his argument with extensive quotes from communiqués, speeches and diplomatic exchanges plus
detailed explanations of the subtleties of Asian diplomacy and much less subtle views of Bush hard-liners.
The author is too diplomatic to express strong feelings, but even readers tempted to skim will detect his
depression because he tells a depressing story. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"A valuable case study in political malfunction." —Hamish McDonald, Brisbane Times, 8/14/2007

"The incredible pressures facing American diplomats in the last few years are vividly and painfully on
display in this insider's account of the nuclear negotiations with North Korea. This book is indispensable to
understanding how the George W. Bush administration has dealt with what the president has called 'the
gravest danger'--nuclear weapons--and why we may be facing a global nuclear arms race as dangerous as the
cold war version. FAILED DIPLOMACY is a superb contribution to the diplomatic history of our times."
—Ambassador (Ret.) James E. Goodby, Special Representative of the President for Nuclear Security and
Dismantlement, 1995-96

"In this valuable insider account of the Bush administration's tumultuous dealings with the Korean Peninsula,
Pritchard recounts the policy struggles and turning points that ran from President George W. Bush's decision
to end the Clinton-era engagement of North Korea to the rise of "axis of evil" thinking and the
counterproliferation doctrine, to North Korea's missile and nuclear tests, to the saga of the six-party talks."
—G. John Ikenberry, Foreign Affairs

" Failed Diplomacy is an invaluable insider's exposure of the way foreign policy is crafted in Washington,



and will be welcomed by some as another attack on the nefarious dealings of the neocons, or "hardliners" as
Pritchard calls them." —Jasper Becker, Times Literary Supplement

"A revealing account of the past half-decade of arduous U.S.-DPRK diplomacy over the North's nuclear
weapons program.... it will serve as a useful primary source for special Northeast Asian security affairs,
presidential decision-making, and foreign policy." —Jason A. Kirk, Virginia Military Institute, American
Review of Politics

"The book is a must-read for those who want to understand the failure of diplomacy to stop North Korea
from going nuclear." —J.J. Suh, SAIS-Johns Hopkins University, Political Science Quarterly

Review

"The incredible pressures facing American diplomats in the last few years are vividly and painfully on
display in this insider's account of the nuclear negotiations with North Korea. This book is indispensable to
understanding how the George W. Bush administration has dealt with what the president has called 'the
gravest danger'--nuclear weapons--and why we may be facing a global nuclear arms race as dangerous as the
cold war version. FAILED DIPLOMACY is a superb contribution to the diplomatic history of our times."
¿Ambassador (Ret.) James E. Goodby, Special Representative of the President for Nuclear Security and
Dismantlement, 1995-96

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Failed Diplomacy: The Tragic Story of How North Korea
Got the Bomb as the daily resource information.

Carmen Flood:

The guide with title Failed Diplomacy: The Tragic Story of How North Korea Got the Bomb has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read



this anywhere you want.

Cathryn Walker:

This Failed Diplomacy: The Tragic Story of How North Korea Got the Bomb is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Failed Diplomacy: The Tragic Story of How North Korea Got the Bomb in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Tony Reed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Failed Diplomacy: The Tragic Story
of How North Korea Got the Bomb.
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